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MA Dissertation Outline Plan

Please answer the questions on this page. They will help us to allocate an appropriate supervisor for your dissertation. 

You do not need to write full sentences or paragraphs. You can write in note form, provided that the information is clear.

If your assignment for the Research Methods in Education was a plan for your dissertation, you can use the contents of your RME assignment to answer the questions.

What is the provisional title of your dissertation?
Intervention Programming in Study Abroad: Experiences of Students Who Studied in xxx, Spain.
What are the aims of your dissertation study?
I aim to see how intervention (support programs) affect student experiences when they are studying abroad. In particular I will study four students who studied in xxx, Spain through a third-party provider. I would like to see what intervention their home universities in America provided and how the students felt that helped or hindered the experiences abroad. 
What is your main research question?

1. What types of intervention programs are American universities implementing for students who chose to study abroad with an outside company?

2. Do these students feel that the intervention programs they received were adequate?

3. How did the students feel that the intervention programs affected their study abroad experience?

Where will get the data for your dissertation study?
I will be interviewing four students who represent different US universities (one large public, one large private, one small-medium public, one small-medium private institution) who studied in xxx, Spain through xxx xxx Education (company). 

How will you collect and analyse the data for your study?

(i.e. What will be your research methodology?)

Like said before, I will be interviewing. I will then transcribe my interviews and look for similarities and differences in the experiences of students. I will be noting what differences there are in levels of intervention programming and the similarities/differences in how students feel intervention affected their experiences. 
Have you completed an Ethics Approval Form?
(This will need to be checked and signed by your supervisor before you can begin collecting data.)
No, not yet. 

�It is important that you say which named degree (if any) you are working towards as we need to check the proposal is grounded in the appropriate field and to identify an appropriate supervisor.


�The supervisor is allocated by the MA Director of Studies but you can suggest someone – maybe one of your unit tutors or by looking at staff areas of research on the Department of Education webpages. 


�For many students, the RME assignment will be a plan for the dissertation study which makes filling this form in easy.


�These sections do not need to be long but should give enough information for the Director of Studies to be able to match you to an appropriate supervisor.


�A brief indication of the scope of the proposed study.


�You can submit the ethics approval form with your proposal but it can be submitted later following discussion with your supervisor.


THE KEY THING IS THAT YOU CANNOT COLLECT ANY DATA UNTIL THE ETHICS FORM IS AGREED AND SIGNED BY YOUR SUPERVISOR.






