
THE IIATIONAI, CI'IiRIC'UIIJV 5-16

A CONSUIITATION DOCID{NNT

r,  The covehhent in lends to ihtroduce teqis lat ion th is aut lh.
to provide for a nar lohat curr iculun in naihtained schoors in
lng1and and kal€s.  fh is docuhent sets our.ne leasons lo!  tx is
decis ion,  i tescr ibes what the legis lar ion v i l t  containi  and
indicates what other steps the secietar ies of  srare for  Edlca: iDn

and for t  a les intehd to take so lhat  thc nat ional
currrculun can begin to be ihtrodDced in schools as soon as

2. coments are invi ted dn lhe proFosed content of  the
legis lat ion and on ure other arrangenenrs,  conhents about the
legis lar lon should be sent to x i  N Harr is,  schools Bianch l ,
Depal tnent of  €ducat ion and scierce, , t izab€th Eouse, yoi l  Road,
Loldon sl l  7!H as soon as possible,  and no later thar lo
septenber 193'7 so that account nay be taken or then befole the
legi6lat ioh is introduced ih pa.r ianeh!.  Dlscussroh about other
aspects of  the proposals and rheir  inpl€h€ntat io!  cah usef l l1y
cont inue atongside the cohsiderat ioh or tne regrslat ion.  c.nn€nts
f lon indiv iduals and olsanisat ions in wales should be senr to
r ' l r  R I{  rarr ington, s.hools Div is ion,  ,c lsh of f i .e,  cathays parx,

3.  The docunent sets out

(a) the reasons why the covelnnent has decided ro establ ish
a natr .hal  cu.r icalun and cr€ar assessnebt arfangehe.ts
rhrch suppol t  i t ;

(b)  uhat i t  is  proposed that the nat ional  .u! . iculun a.d
assesshent arra.gehents should conpr ise,  ahd ho! th.y
,111 volk in pract ice;

(d)

A. THE lrEED FOR A }IATIONAL CrJRRICUI,{JI

{hat rs to bc in lcqisLat ion -  on thr c l r r icut !h,
assessnent and test ing,  the provis io.  of  i . fornat ion,
noni lor ing and inspect ion,  and the na..rnery neede. l  to
underpin the o!erat ior ,  nahely a uar ional  currrculum
counci l  ( ih rngran.t l  and a school  , !a j rnar lons and
assesshent coun. i l ,

non-slaiutory airangehents rhich wi l l  hetp to se.ure
inplenentat ioh of  the nat iohal  cufr ic! iunr

teso!rce lbpl icat ions;

the t inetable fo!  inplemehtat idh.

4.  Since si !  Jahes cal lagnan's spee.h as l r r ihe i { in ister at
Rusxrn col lege in l9?6, successive se.relar ies of  state have
aihed to a.hieve agreehert  l i th their  partners rn the educat ion
6e4rce on pol ic les for  the school  curr iculuh {hich , i1t  develop
lhe potent ia l  of  a1l  pupi ls and equip rhen tor the
resporsrbi l i t ies of  c i t izenship and for the chat lenges of
ehplolBent ih tohor ioq's vol ld.  a sxbsrantrar neasure of
agreehent bas al leady been achieved, and ther€ is no, , idespread
suppol t  fo!  the aiDs of  educat ior  v i ich vere set  out .1ea!ty in
the rrhi te paper 

' ,Better schoo1s,, .  (chnq _ e46e_ 1es5) .

5.  Manf LIAS and schoors have nade inporrahi  advances torards
achievinq a gooi l  cul l icutun for pupi ts aged 5_16, vhich of fe ls
progresslon, cont inui ty and coherence between i ts di f fe lent
stages, There is nuch aqleenent too about the subjects which
shoulal  be inctuded in tbe secutd.  curr icutuh foi  5_16 yea! otds;
aDd valuable progless has been hade toualds secur ihq agreehent
about the object ives and cortent of  part icurar sur jects_

5. But Frogless has beeb var iabl€,  uncertain and of ten s low,
Ihprovenents bave been nade, sone stardalds of  atrainnent have
r isen, But sone inprov€nent is not ehoul ln,  re nust raise



standards consistent ly,  and ar leas!  as quickly as they are
r is in9 ih conlet i to!  countr ies.

7- The covernneht noq wishes to nove atread at  a faster pace to
ensure that th is haFpens and to secule for  a1t pupi ls in
ha)ntal .ed schoolc a curr icuLun qhich eqxiFs th.h wi th the
knor ledl le i  ski l1s and undcrstanding that they need fo!  adul t  l i fe
and enployhent.  sone schools already of fer  Euch a curr icul lnr  b l r
not for  a l l  their  Ful i ts_ Many schools of fer  sonethinq far tess
good, The Governnert  ddes not f ind th is acceptable.  Nor do
parents and.thers jn th.  cofrhlniry.  pupi ls should be ent i t led to
the sane opportuni t ies {herever they go !o school ,  and standards
of at ta inr€rt  rust  be raised throuqhout Engtand and Wates.

3.  A natronal  .uf i .u lun backed by . lea!  assessnent arrangehents
vi l l  help to !a ise standards of  at ta innent by

(r)  ensur i .q that  a l l  pupi ts study a broad and batarced
range of slbjects throughout their conpltsory sctroorin.l
ahd do.ot  d lop too ear ly studies which nay stand then
1r good stead late! ,  and ehich v i l l  help to develop
their  .a laci ty to adapt and respond f lexibly to a
changlnq vor ldt

( i i )  sert inq c l .ar  object ives for  shat chi tdren over rhe
fu1l  range of  abi l l ty  should be able to achleve _ ehich
the pupi ls thehs€1ves and thei !  teachers,  supported b!
paients and others,  can work towards wit !  conf idence.
Thls wi l l  help schools to chat lenge each chi td to
develop his or her pot€nt ia1.  r r .1 rnspectorate has
consistent ly reported in i ts hat ional  suweys ahd ih
nany relorts on indi l iduat schools that  a ueak.ess far
too l reqlentty appareht in the plesent sysren is lhder
expectat ion by teacheis of  vhat lheir  pupi ls ca.

f ron def lat inq expe.rat ions,  the nat io iat
. r r r i .utun i .  intended ro hetp teachcrs to set  thei .
expectatrors at  a real ist ic bur chal lenqinq level  for

.hr1d, a.c l rd ing ro his or her abi l i ty ,

( i i i )  ensur inq rhat ar l  pupirs,  reqaidtess of  sex,  ethhic
or ig in and geographicat  locat ion,  have access t6
broadly the sahe good and ie levant curr iculun ahd
programes of  study vhich incl lde the tey contebt,
ski1ls a. . l  processes khich rhey need to lealn and ,hich

the content and teaching of  the val ious
erenents of  the hat ional  cuir i .uruh bl inq out their
rerevance ro and l inks v i r !  pupi ls '  o,n exper iences a.d
their  pract ical  ap! l icat ions ahd cont inuihg !a1ue to
adul t  and lork ing 1i fe,

( iv)  checkinq on proqress touards those object ives and
perfohance a.hieeed ar var i6us staqes, so that pupi ls
can be stretched further vhen they are doihq eel l  a.d

91veh Fore le lp rhen they are nor.

9.  In addi l i .n to t lus rais ing sta.dards,  a nat ional  curr icutun

(1) secure that the curr iculun of fered in a1l  haintained
schools has suff ic ient  in connon to erable ch11d!en to
nove fron one area of the countiy to another ,ith
nir inun disrupt io!  to their  educat ion.  I t  , i l1 atso
help chi ldren's progression , l th in and beteeen pr i rary
and secondary educat ion (and on to fur ther and highe!
educat ion) and 1111 help to secure rhe cont inui ! !  and
conelence lhich is too often la.king tn what they are
taught.

( i i )  enabre schools to be nole accountabte for  the educat ion
they of fer  to thei .  pupi ls,  indiv idual ly and
col tect ivety.  The qoveining bodtr  headleacher and rhe
r:eacheis of  evary school  r i t l  be better able to
undertake the essent iat  process of  regular evaluat ioh
because they w111 be able to consider thei !  schoot,
taklng account of  i ts  pai t icutar . i r .unstances, againsr
the local  ani t  nar ional  p ic i :u le as a !ho1e. I t  p i l t



help alel t  teachers ro problens exlel ienced by
indlv idual  chi ldren 6o they can be given speciat

l i t l  be able to judge their
ehl ldrenis l rogress against  agreed nat ional  ta igets for
at ta innent and { i l l  a lso be able to ludqe the
effect iveness of  their  scbool .  l IAs v i1 l  be bett€r
placed to assess rhe slrengths a.d reaknesses of  the
s hoo- ' r - /  rd l  o i r  b l  o1 rc.-1i  ,  l .  i .  p-rrom.n

in relal jon to eacb othe.,  and to the count iy at  larq. ,
tat ing due accouh! of  re levant socio-ecohonic facrors;
and th€ se.retar ies of  state oi l l  be better able to
undertake a s in i la!  process nat ionat ly.  Ehployers too
wl11 have a better idea of  ehat a sctrool- teave! qi11

have studied and learh!  a:  school ,  i r leslect ive of
sbe leDt to school .

10, The covelnnent has .onctuded thar rhese advantages and
consis lent  inproveneni  in standards can !e quaranteed only wi th in
o ndL.onal  f -a,  - !o!^ ro.  Lh" s" J_dr to De 4t fF rr ' ,

rhat  nust be backed by la{  but lae ,h ich provides a f rahevork
no! a strai t jacket.  Leqis lat ioh alone vi f l  .ot  ra ise s landards.
The ihaqinat ive appl icat ion of  p iofessional  ski l ls  ar  aI t  Ievets
of tne educat ion service,  r i th in a staturory f lanework uhich
sets c lear object ives,  l l : l l l  ra ise standards,

12. The .on-statutory subject  sorking groups nhich the
secretar ies of  state are alpoint ing qi l t  p] .y a key pal t  in t t r is
plocess. They vi11 hake recomendarions about artainnent targers
dnd broo enre- o, .  ! ' .n su!r- . . ,  uh - l
wl l l  be the basis for  consul lat ions about rnet rs evehtual ty set
out i .  requlat tons about the cur l iculun.

ra) Ior !1dat1on subiectg

11. l , raths,  Engl ish and science vi l ]  foh the c.re of  the
curr lculunr and f i rst  pr ior i ry wi l t  t re given to these subjects.
They and other foundat ion subjects are to b€ fol lowed by al l
pupi ls dui ing conpulsory schooLinq, Tne covernnent tas proposed
that/  in addl t iob to Ehgl ish,  naths and scienc€, rhe foundat ion
sublects should cof ,pr ise a node!n foreign langlage, technology,
history,  geograpby/ art ,  husic and physical  edu.at ion.  The deglee
of def iDir ion in lhe lequtremenls set  ou! for  €a.h of  these
subJects v i l l  vary considerably,  a.d s i l t  be greatest  for  the
thre€ core subj€cts_ The ptace of  welsh in the nat ional
cul l iculun in uales is deal t  e i th belo{,

14, I t  is  not  p loposed that a hodern foreign larguage should be
included in the foundal ion subjects for  pr inaiy schoot chi ldren.
The hajor i ty of  curr iculun t ihe at  pr inary te le l  should be
devoted to the core subjects.

l \ .  DLI ina cohpu so:/  seconddry s.hoo-rnq, rL .s proposcd rhar
al l  pupi ls should col l inue with sone 6tudy of  a1l  the the
foundat ion subjects.  as the table belo!  shors,  betreen 3o-4ot of
curr iculuh t ihe should st i f l  be devoted to rne rnree core
subjects.  Not al l  foundat lon subjects ! i1 l  ne.essar i ly  be taken
to exaninat ion leve1 -  though the secretar ies of  state expecr
that nost pupi ls should be able to take ccsXs cover ing seven or
eigi t  of  the foundat ion subject  areas, and al l  the core subjects
should be takeh. pupi ls in the fourth and f i f rh years should be
able to opt to study ei ther conlr ined scienc.s as a s inqle subject

B. THE COI'iPONENTS OF ?1i' NATIONAL CURITICULT'U AXD ASS'SSI{N}II

l l .  Ihr> s" l ioa s-rc oL- or i ldLe s -r ' r . ing

abdut the naib elenents of  tha nat ional  curr icutum and ]1oq they

vi l l  operate in pract lce.  secr ion c sets out {nat wi t l  be

rn. luded in Iegis lat i . r -  khnt is rcquir€d by statute -  including

lhe regulal ions that r i l l  b.  nade ove. a per i .d of  t ihe to secu.e

ful l  ihpLenentat ion of  the nat ional  curr icutuh -  r i l l  be

determlned by a process of  d iscussion and develophent of  th€

ideas in th is do.unent,



or sclences leading to a double GCSE arardt  and to plrsue a
cover ing al t ,  nusic,  drana and dcsigr.  ?his

sbould leave adequat€ tine in the culrlcutun for choice of other
exahtbatton sublecrs which are not anong the foundat ion subjects,
Th€ rabte i l lustrates hov this ntqht b€ olganised in lngland:_

sEcoNDnxY Frr;,st - YraRs ,{ anD 5
AIIOC'rfIO'IS OF CUIIIICULUU TIT{!
Founlration subieqlg Additionat sulriects

ed for GcsE rioht in.tude!:

alea. But rhe foundat ion subjccrs cohnonty take up so_90* of  rh\ ]
c l r r iculuh ih schools vbere ihere is good pract ice.  Tho
Secletar ies of  State * i1 l  take that as thei !  start ing poiht  in
rssurnq non-statutory quidance (separa!€1y for €ngland and for
Qales) about hor nuch t ine should nomal ly be spenr on learninq
.elated to each subject  at  ea.h phase of  €ducat ion,  and the
sublect  wort inq groups vi l l  base thei !  r€cohhehdat ions abour
proqranhes of  study on this guidance.

17. Rel iq ious educar ion is already reqxired by statut€,  and hust
.ont ihue to fon an essent iat  part  of  the .u!r icu1uh. th€re wi t l
be t ine awai lable beyohd tbat required for the foundat ion
surr jects for  fer iq ious educat lon,  ani t  afso for  other popular
subjects,  such as hon€ econonics,  rh ich ale tauqht by nany
schools and vi l l  cont inue to be a valuable part  of  the curr iculun
for nany pupi ls in the seco.dary as wel t  as pi inary phase. LEAS
and governing bodles of  schools ei l t  deremihe the subjects to be
laugnt addi t ional  to the foundat ior  subjects.

13. I !  addi t ion,  there are a nufrber of  subjects or thenes such as
heal th educat ion and use of  l . fonat ion techhology, ,h ich can be
taught throush orher subjects.  Fo! exanple,  b io logy cab
contr ibute to learning about heal lh educat ion,  and the heatrh
thene r l l l  g ive an added dinension to teaching about biology. I t
is proposed that such subJects or thenes shoufd be taught thlouqh
the foundat ion subjects,  so that they .an be accohnodated vi th in
the curr iculun but k i thout crording out the essent ia l  subjects.

spxcrAl posrTrol o! wELsH

19, The welsh language js a part  of  the .ur l icutun of  nos!
chi ldren in rrates.  The covernhenrrs pol icy,  set  out ihr iwelsh in
schoolstr  ( ru1y 1es1),  ls  rhat sone exper ience of  the tanguage is
an lnportant conponent of a broadly balan.eat cullicurun for
pupi ls in wa1es, that  in rngl lsh-speakinq aieas al1 pupi ls sboutd
be srven the opport ! . i ry of  acquir lng a suf f ic ient  cornand of
welsh to al lov for  comunicat ion in l re lsh,  vhi te bi l ingual
educat ion should be avai labre ro pupi ls wbose palents desire i t

t

tnst ish ro science )
)

]0 Second Moder! )
.oreiqn Lanquage )

)
conbined sciences Io-20 classics )

)
Technotogy to Hone lcononics )

)
odeih F. .e ign HisLory )
Lanquage t0 )

Ceoqraphy )
History/ceoqralhr"  or  )  10*
Hlstory 9!  ceography I0 Business studies )

)
Art/Music/ ,Drana/Desiqn ro art  )

)
Physlcal  Educat ion 5 Music )

)
)
)

Refigrous studies )

16. The secretar ies or State do not intend ro prescr ibe in
lcqis la l ion h. !  nu.h t ine sbould be al located to each subje. !



20. ln 6o5e count i€s of  wate6 i t  vould be appropt iate _ and ih
r ine ui th exist ing pract i .e in schools -  fdr  Helsh t .  be nade a
foundat!dn sublect .  Brr  th.  l ing! ist ic pattern tn l ja les is
val ied,  ahd in som€ areas the sec.etary of  stnte {ould expect
that i t  rould n. t  at  present bc appropr! . ] :e ro reguire the studl .
of  r ,Jelsh th ioughout the per i .d of  conlulsory €ducat ion fo i  pupi ls
tho study through thc hediun of  XhgLish, At the teast,  the
legis lat i .D ! i11 need to provide for at ta inhenr targels,
prograM€s of  studt a. i1 assessnent arrangenents r .  b€ prcscr ibed
for welsh lh€iever i t  is  taught.

2r.  lor  pupi ls taught through the n€diun of  r . re lsh,  a l l  ten
sulr jects r i . t€d in paraglaph r3i  together v i th wetsh, { i11 be
foundat ion subjects.  rhe secreraiy of  state for  wales nay issue
sepaiate non-statutory guida.ce for j ,Jelsn iedi l r  edu.ar ion about
the t ine to be spent on each subject ,

22.  The se.retar ies of  state bel ieve i t  ro be inporrant thar
schools should atso have frexibi l j ty  about hoq they organise
their  teaching. Th€ descr ipr ioh of  the nat ionat c l i r iculun ih
terhs of  fouhdatron subjects is not a descr ipt ion of  hov th€
sch.ol  day shoul . i  be orcanised and the .urr i .u luh del ivered. ?h.
clear object ives for  vhar F,upi ls sbol ld b.  able to know, do and
undelsta.d wi l l  be f raned in subject  ter is.  schools wi l l  be abte
to organrse th€i i  terching in a var iety oi  ,a-r5.  Ttr is
f lexibi l i ty ,  togelhcr r i th the t ihe avai labte outside the
fouhdat ion curr iculun, ought to enabt.  s.bdols,  whi le heet ing the
requrrenents of  the hat lonal  curr iculuh, to qive speciat  enphasis
to part iculai  subjects,  such as scjehce aid technoloqy ih Ci ty
Technology Col leqes,

lll atrainneat q!!ltq!r

2r.  At tarnhent tarqets v i l l  bc set  for  at l  three cor.  subj€cts
of  uaihs,  Engl ish a.d scien.e.  Thcse ! i1 l  cstabl ish rhat
chi ldren sh.! ld norral ly be exp.. ted to kr . { ,  u.derstand and tre
able to do ei  ar . !n. l  Lhe a. jos of  r ,  r t i  1,1 .nd 16, anr l  ( i t1

cnable the rrrogress. f .ach.hi ld to be ie. .ur .d a. l . jnst
establ lshed nat ional  . tandarCs_ Th€y { iL1 r€f le.r  (hat  pupi ls

t .  l rdgress i r  thejr  educat io.  .na t .  be.ojne
thinking and ihfomed p. .p le.  The iang€ of  ar : ra inm.. t  targers
should cater for  the fu l1 ar, i l i ty  rarge a.d be sutfrc ier t ly
chal lenging at  a l1 leveLs to raise expect. t i .ns,  Frr t icutart? of
pupr ls of  h iddl i ig a.hiev.ne.t  vho freque.t ly rre nor .har lenged
enor igh, as rel l  as stret .h jnq and st inuiar i .g rh!  nost  abl ._
Tnis is a proven and ossent ia l  {ay towards r . is in i l  s tandnrds of
achlevehent_ Tar. jets hust ) :e suf f ic ient ly sbEcj  f ic  for  pupi ls,
rea.ners,  parents and others to have a ctea. idea of ,h.r  is
ex! .cted/ and to provide a sound basis for  assessn.nr.

24, Theie v i l l  a lso be at ta i .nent targets for  othe: foundi t ion
subjects rhere appropxiate,  in [a1es for the study of  wets]r ,  and
ior the other thehes and sl<i t1s tauqht throuq! each.f  the
foundat ion subjects.  ro i  a l t ,  nusic and physicat  educat ion there
wi l l  be guidel ines iathe! lhan speci f ic  a lcarnheni  la:gets.

25. Attainnent targets for  age 16 can be exlected to takc
account of  ccs!  cr i tet ia,  Bur not al l  6csE cr i ter ia . re
suff ic ient ly sFeci f ic ,  and not al1 pupi ls ! i t t  srudy al l
foundat ion strbjects for  pubt ic exaninat ioni  so thore ( i l r  be
other at ta ibhent ta lqets to bui ld on rhar thet ,  have Learnt  up to

fcl Proqrannes of studv

26. the proglaMes of  study vi t t  atso be based o.  reconnendat iohs
froh the subject  eorking qroups. They wi l t  refLect the at ta innebt
talgets,  ani l  set  out  t le overal l  cortenr,  knoqlodge, ski l ls  nnd
plocesses retevant to todayis reeds which puFi ls shoutd be taught

achreve theh. They should arso sp€ci f !  in hore dotai t
a hrnrnun of  conhon content,  vhich at1 pupi ls shoutd be tauqht,
ahd set out ahy areas of  lea.ning in otnei  s lb je. ts o.  th.nes
thai  should be covered in each stage. sohe ccsE syl tabuses l i t l
have to be revised in due course to ref l€ct  the .at ional
culrrculun at ta inh€nt tarqets and prograhhes of  study for aga



27. vJi th in the prograMes of  6tudy teacheis { i11 be free to
detai l  of  vhat should be tauqh! in orde! ro ensure

that pupi ls achleve appropl iate tevels of  at ta innent.  Hov
teacnrng rs organiEed and the reaching approadhes usect , i1 l  be
also for  schools to detemine. I t  is  proposed that schools should

of kork fo!  reaching at  val ious staqas to ihplove
coordinat ion.  The covernnent i . rehds that legis lat ion should
reave fu1l  scoFe for professio.al  judqTent and fo!  schools to
oiganise how the cut iculun iB del iveled in the say best sui ted
to the ag€s, c i icuhstabces, need6 and abi l t t ies of  tbe c l r i td ien
in each . lassrooh, This v i l t  fo!  exanpte ar lov c l r r iculun
d€velopnent ploqrahnes such as the Tecnnical  and Vocat ional
Educat ion rDi t iat ive (Tvrt)  to bui ld on the f lanevolk of fered by
the nat ional  cur i lcurun and to take fosard 1ts object lves.  Thele
nust be space to accomodate the enterpr lse of  teachere,  of fer ing
then suff ic lent  f lexibi l i ty  in the choic.  of  conten! to adapt
what they teach to the n€eds of  the indiv iduar pupt l ,  to t ry out
ahd develo!  ner approaches, and to alevefop in pxpirs those
perEoral  q la l i t ies lh ich cannot be l l i t ten into a piograme of
study or at ta innenr target,

ao aseeEstle!1t and elaaind{lrE

2S. the artainnehr ta igets pi11 provide standalds agains!  which
pupi ls '  proqless and Feffo4ance can be assessed. The haln
purpose of  such assessnenr v i l l  be to shoe uhar a pupi l  has
learnt  and nastered ahd to ehable teach€rs and parenls to ensure
that he or she is naking adequate progress. Irhere such pioqress
is not nade, i t  v i l l  be up to sehoots to nake sui table
aEangenents to halp rhe pupil.

29.  The secr€raf ies of  state envisage that nuch of  the assessnent
a!  a{ : les 7 (o!  thereabouts) 1l  and 14, and at  16 in non-exahihed
sublects,  {111 be done by teacheis as an integtal  part  of  nornal
c lassroon {or)r .  But at  the heart  of  the assessDehr process there
ui l l  be nat ional ly prescr ibed tests dore by al1 pupi ls to
suppleient the indiv idual  teachers,  reachers { i1 l
adnrnrst€r and naik these/ bur their  harkihg ,  and thcir

overal l  -  s i t r  be €xter.al i ) '  noo€raleo.

30. The se.retar ies of  state hope rhar the noderat ion of
reacheis i  assessnents dnd vhatever arrangenents ale needed for
adhinister ihq nat ional ly set  tests v i l l  be undertaken by t t re f ive
ccsl  exahintrq groups, uhder corrraet f ro i  a s.hooLxaninat i6h.
ahd Assessnent councir  (see paras 53 belov).  The Deparineht uj l l
r re Dhdertaking detai ted discDssion of  th is prolosat,  and of  thc '
k ind of  admlnistra! ive and noderat ion arranqehents hee. led,  u i th
tne exanrnlng qloups and or lers.  Tr le acluat tesrs and other forns

ei l l  be developed and pi loted by var ious
olqanisat ions on behal f  of  th€ covernhent.

l l ,  rhe preclse basis for  r€cordinq assesshents s i l t  be
considereii by an expelt Task croup oh Assessnen! ard Testing
thi .h rhe secretar i€s of  state , i1 l  appoint  sho!t1y.  r t  , i11
haxe lecoMendations on the conhon elene.ts of an assesshent
sl lateqy to be used acloss al l  subjects and wit l  be asked to
reporr by chlistras.

32. The covernnent ai(s to set  in place by t99O rat ional
arrangenelt6 for the introduction of records of achievenent for
school  leavers.  such records,  phich are a!  Fresen! beinq pi loted
ln a nuhbef of areas and oh ,hich an inLerin leport wltl be nade
thrs autunn by the Nar lonal  steer i lg coMit tee,  u i t r  have an
lnpol tant  rote in lecording p€rfonan.e a.d prof t l ing a pupi l ,s
achrevenents acloss and beyo.d the bacional  cur l iculuh.

33. At age 16, ccs!  ard other qual i f lcat ions at  equivalenr tevel
wi l l  provide the nain neaDs of  assessnent rhrough exahlnal ions,
But in o!de! to ensure that the qualificatlons offereat to pupils
suPport  or  fom part  of  the nat ioral  cur. iculuh's al ta inhent
talqets and proglames of study, the covernnen! proposes to t:ake
poters to specify vhat qualificatlons nay be offered to pupils
ourhg conpulsory schoolinq, rt also ploposes ro put onto a
starutory footlng the approval of sytlabuses or courses leadins
ro these qual i f icat ions,  ehich is present ly done by the noh_
sratulory s€condary lxaninat ions counci l  fo i  ccE and ccs,


