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Curriculum Gardeninq

In late r9t9 the CenrEl Advisory Codmnree for Educlrion (Eqgldnd) (cha,red by Sir
ceoffrey Crowrher) repo.ted oo the education of r5-r8-
extn ordinary wastas€ ofralent - larsdy ofwotkins clajs {ri8in caused when.hil-
dren opted to Lewe school at the a8e of 15. Id Mdch 196dr the House of Commons
deDd,ed I  l -e Crcw' hr-  R"po, r .  Thp M,nrre!  of  rdu\r ,on.  $r D-\  id l  re ' .  L 'd rhP
opponunity of rhe debate (o annouoce a cbznae n
curicllum. Up ro this time the Ministry had alm lsively been .on.e.ned with
lhe resourcing ofeducatioor with tedher supply md iemuneotion, wkh rhool buildiog
plas, and with the orgaaiztion of ditreredt typ6 of schools. But in tutu.e, Eccles
announced, he would also take a! iot€.est io what w6 beins rauaht in rhe schools: he
would try m dake the Ministryi voice hedd rather more often md positively and no
doubt doie coddoversiatly . He would open up the secret srden of the curiculum .

In selecrins rhis phdse he intended more rhad to simply d.aw atrention to the
coverr wry ir which diso$ion otr rhe contedt of edu.ation - inamuch a such discu
sion existed at all - wo alnost dcluively connoed ro profssional educarors. had
been resa.ded a lheir perogative: an ftt in which parenrs, politicias aod society at
ldge were not elptrred ro have an opioion. He late( suag$ted that he had in mind a
'commaodo-type uoir' for .he curi.ulum (Ko8d, 1978, p. 63). But the nerapho. ol
.he curriculM 6 geden is perhaps hetpful id beSindidg ao aoalysis of rhe school
.uriculum dd the ways in which it is, and is not, chdging. This meraphor is nor
new: Alexander ha t@ed back orsanic dd botdicl netaphos a an abiding chdd-
terisric of the lansuse ofp.imary education' (Alexaodea 1988. p. 1t3).

Ga.dens are st6!8e insritutions. Cenain plants ee desianared weeds. and regdded
as intoders: hoed dd weeded ou.. but often showing rehdkable tenacity in
sp.ingiag up again. Other plaots, ofren close couins ofthe wceds, are hiahly prized,
and ounured md tended to fuI arowrh, even thouah they may show every disinclina-
tion to hke eff6tiie !oot, or requi.e pafticultu md difficdrto'achieve corditions if
they ee to thrive. There may be m a@loay her€ wnh rhe different subjecs of tbe
cu.ricuim, and wirh the non-subje.ts. Bu pe.haps nore interestioa is tlre con.ept of
the gdden a a whole, irs design and purpose. dher thd the individul componenr

Vhat is a garden for? It is perhaps the EnAlish tadirion of utilittuianism rhat
allows such r questioo to b€ asked, but there is cer(ainly oo shortase of answes
cardens may be vdiously jstilied: d exteosioG of oatue into tbe buil. eovironmenti
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C,rric,t,tu Gnden;nt

'nnrorcd 
b! r parii.ular pirilosopby of gaider desi8n in a sl! tlra! is nore than

sidply detaphor or analoay: .he different ideas abour the form and pupos€s of
gardos a.€ part of the samc .ultural movenenB that express€d dlffc.ent ideas aboui
the sru.tur€s asd objectives ofrhe school cuiriculum.

'r'he Baroque Cufficullm

larly srftlcns were waue.l rnd privdie pLaces. The fir$ kno-" prc,".e .f^ gardeii is 
".

lgyptian papyrus, datina brck to about 1400 Bcr it shows the symmetical arrdEn of
Nebamun, bounded by a rec.anaula. ston€ o. bri.k wall. other.ldsical reletcoces to

sardens describe drem d balan ed, (inned and within wallcd enclosufts (for

cx apL, ln The Obser, the addeos oi Alconou and of I?eftet l-his tFdition is

.adied .hrough .o dre nediflal garden, typicaLly aeometricaLly "trrnaed, 
with squa.e

beds, hemmed id by tectilined hedaes (or pergolas, tiellises or dbou6), cach fhnted
with. particula.crop ofhe.bs, flowe6, frun orve€etables-,

walledgardens arc.cflected idihewallsoliaademia,eve. roday: in oufolder uni'e6,
ries, misclero. $udenrs may$ili be aa.ed, or kepr within rhehigh walls thar suttound
ihe college. And unjve6ny activities that take pl.ce beyood rhe uaderS.adMt./po$'

aradute spc-.um are sigdificartly called 'ex.Emural studies r beyond the walls.
This form ofaarden pe.haps reached i.s peal in the b&oque and roco.o ga.dens of

.ontinenral we$ern Eu.ope in the seventeedth and eighteenth centuries. The k€y

feaeres oftha form ofgtded are ils eoclosu.e wrthio a strooa rrame, definids wha! is
within and without the adden, aod ids ofbalan.e, regularity and symmetty, so tlrar

rhe forms ofplanrs rhenselves de (immed and shaped jn.o ;d€ali2ed and oiren clas
si.al forms. Ea.h bed or area hd its own specialisr tuD.tion, with iis own aad'tions
and aorms ofcultivation. This is the curiculum orcla(ly demar.ated subjecd, classi
fied by borh con.en! knowledae and by the ds.ourse forms appropliate and spe.iIi. to

each discipline. Su.h srodgly flmed curjcula have whar Be.n$€in di$idauishes a a
'sftong collecion code ( 1 971, p. 50).

As in tbe baroque gdden, where sclc*ed species are not only specific to par.icular

area, but mu$ be cdtivated in .ertain ways aqd lmined ioto st,ccial shapes, in such
an eadenic curlculum (Goodsoq 1988) the stong fming allows the l@.n.r 'litrle

conrol ove. the selecion, o.gaoiarioo md paciog of i.a$mission (Benstein, 197t,
p. r79). In Si. Francis Carew's ma$ively-walled Aarden at Beddingrod Manor fruit
@es bad rheir natual cycle .epressed, so rhar when Si! Francis eotenai.ed Ellzabedr I
he wa able to lead her to a cherry-$ee, whose fruit h€ had of purpose kepr from
.ipeoina a! lcdt one month after all che(ies had taken their fareweLl of Ensland: he
had done this by purina on a caova cover md keepiog it dmp @latt, 1608, quoted

in Thacker, 1979).r A.othe. edple is the turnal sardens desisoed by Nicolas de
Pigage at SchweEidgen, which we.e beiqg established in the r750s rvhe! VoLtaire
staycd thca as guc* of rhe Elector Carl Theodo.e wbite he wrotc Cnndid.. The
baLanced fornality of rhese aardetr is reflected in the idea of a curiculum in whi.h

distincdy bounded subje.ts, limited io numbe., are'brlanced aAainr ea.b othe., and
in whlch eeh reiaic aod preseryes i$ unigue proceses and forn ofkoowledse. Such
curricula are considered iD Chapter 7 of rhis b@k.
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'l he Naturally Lands.aped CurriculdD

There was a l,c.b.ps rncvitable relot asai.st su.h i rtrlc ot Sri.len is uofulural. lbe
Ii,rmat,ty 2nd m,fi.. of rhe baroqoe *as reie.cd n fayour of rhc leods.rpe 8adeo, d
expreise.l by rlr chfr.,ef Theo.Lcs,n Shafierlr,.r s rr!.4h,rilr (1r0t) wheo lie

Thc c_o,,J of dre Ph(e I sl,rll .o kr,8er rcsist dre Ptrssion Ef.!,,,g n, nr Lr
Tblnss of Mzr,'rl kindr whe.e .eid,er,{r, nor rh€ ar'zn o. al,l,n of Mao has
spa\tdl rtlt1t se,ri,e Ohl.t, br brcaliin.q n, on th^r tnhnnr |tu, rlen rlre rDd€
l?.,/*,, trF,nossJ, Crlra, rlre r(.Eular ulwrorsht a;,"r,jj and broken l;rJ.f
\r'ar.fs, iirh all tr,e horid crtr es of rhe \X/ildtnu nset. as representing
NAT[IRE .ro.e, rill be dre Dofe engxging, and appear wnh a Magii|cence
berood ilie fofmai llo.ker! ofPfi..cly cadens.

This s,6 e.rLod nLJof|h Addson! xnclcs jd Trr.tl,..i,rf;n 1712: h( oLrje.rioos to
roFiarr and rhc lr2rhe.nari.al lliaures ofdle fornml gard.n, in whi.h ve re rhc .,.rks
. f  drc S.$sia lpoo evc( Plair  and Bnsh (2r Jufe i712);  h is del tsht  In r , ts own
i n eAo la. guden, a con lirs ior of Lirh, n and Pxdtrcs, Orchaid and !l.s.er cardcn .
a natufal \(/,L.lrn$J (6 Setreinber 1712)

Th.l,n.ls.dpe garden wa m.d€ po$ible bv the i.ven.on ofthr ha ha, ,a kdrno
loti.al adlan.eio rhe.rafr ofgardeninS which is qdre d.clrion.l' (Thacker, 1979, p.
l81l Inread ot dre bourdary Icn.c, a raised e.dosirg barirr, rhc ha ba n a d.t, dirch,
a sunk.n batrier, wli.h .reres ao illlEion rhN the gadefl and e surouodinS .oon-
rysid.: fe a unlrrr ]i .uri.utum tcnls, rhis .Fatcs rhe im!rc$1on of a;eak
boundrt be.ven whr d,ay dnd *,hat mat noi be transDnted,(DerNrei., 197t, p
to) su.h r cuiiioLlunr .la,,ns mr ro be g.v.oed by the aiitnce ofsubj.(s, bnt by thc
nxruLc ofrhe leame. Subj€c$ ale porray.J 4 arifl.ial, div,diig 6rms ofknos.tcdA.
wirh conr,ved djsrin.rions otp.o.ess, knowiedge auo pfoLcoures

The oatunl safden ldd the n"tlral curid unr rre dire.rty linked in rhc t-son of
Jem'.lacqu.s rtouseau. In r-a NtuLdh Hikne l1 t-61) he afta.ks rbe fofnalny of lrcn.h
gaftle.s {such as rhose d. Versaill.s) rod elroLs Juli€! ta.den , whici dppeas ro grow
spoftaneouny, qithour lixed lir$, and n bou..led by .oncealin! tb'ck trees aod
bushcs. Na(re, nn.onrami^ar€d by soc'ery and so.i.l fosns, js equillledt to virtuel
s..'ery ,s corufr, ad.i .iviLizar,on e ba.mful .orsuairt. 'lhis rhane is r€plicalcd h his
Farr,rAs on edu.arion: jr Er;, kep. 1964) he t.olomds a systeh 6f cducation bascd
or dr ditd! u.6uing narure, radrer tlbn on drc rcquirener* ofa lre,esablthed
adul..cntred cuhu.al syson. for exmplcj linile\ undeisraodnra of marhenari.s
and his Ldnguaae s[,]ls are developed by dr aiitul rnd *elt-inIo.oed rea.hcf. who
explons rbe sirudtiors oi everydar lif€ ro find meantngfut con.exts fo. Iedniog.
Althotrgh a dela$.ring ara.k ofl educarional &dnions 2'romanri. iconctdr atti
lude rowa.ds th€ values rod rules of l.adnional .ulturc' (Skilbeck, 1976) rhe reSime
rh( Rousseau pr.poses is in ficL hiahly s(unured, or.ierlr aod discjptin.d. Tbe
Jppa.eflr fiec{loo of dr leaner is .ondirioned b! rhe .onstanr $wri|lrce of thc
ra.hci: which makes rhis diffin r ro econcile *,ith natural leardna.

lhe learncr ceofted .utriculum, the subjcct ofChdpter 9, fails ro e.ognize tbar in

Catturlatu Gattfl)rr

ary so.1et]" cven ole of rwo PeoPle, fhefe car oo Longe. be a natral $ate of iatufal
LedrnidA, and rhat dr idea ofseiety as a virtuoB siate of.ature is cbnncrnaL. Th€
same is que of.he landscape Barden: far frdm being datu.al, ir is connrained, in ns
own way, by the p.ejud'ces aod bliiefs of irs desisner, and the ha ha olly sives rhc
tllu,,, of utrny vnh th€.ountyside; it is in tunctional terms as substantial a border
as.he ldll or hedse The seamless robe' of kno*Iedse deie$arilr retains son! Dotiod
of boundary and subject dirision, simply by vntue of belng knowledge, becanse thc
making of knowledS€ is a so.ial p.oc.ss that involv€s caregorization and l^bchrA.
This general'zatior in nser is an acr ofboundary-makins.

The artificiality ofsuch natualiiic settlngs is €videnr n ihe m*hodolosy of the
mosr well'known landrape Add€aer, Capability'B.own. Afr€r wofking at Srowe. on€
of rhe tat landrcaped 8,rdens, he sct up in 1 7 t I 

"s 
r &eelance Sarde! desiSner whcr

dked to give an oplnion on rhe poslbifties of ldndrapirg a property, ],e sas
suppos.d to have invadably replied that, were he given rhe 6k, the lard i. qDesoor
bad capabilities which he night be able ro mould and hake distincile. Thackers
amlysis is thar his be* wo.k was the development of th€ lar€nr.apabilities of a site,
tlie nat"ral laltnraf of a scene ... lhe irspired dcrccdoir, aralysis and cncouraacncor of
the 9,,,'r r.t, the 'tpirit of the place (1979, p. 209). Mdklng decisions about what is
'natuEl', and .hen costructing thk visioD, is pure airillcd, how€vef xesheri.aLly
plesing it may appear In just the same qay, a cudculum formulaled on norioos of
oatural personal srow.h aod deveLopmeot may be perceived d rewa.dins (ro rea.h.r
and ro lear.e.), iearner-cenred and edpo*ering, but is d much sociaUy con$rucrd
as the subject c.!.ed, (adnionat a.ademn curiculln.

Capability Browtrs name also h6 resonances with curcnr ideas of a cr|rb'Liit'
cudculum', but this lafte. is jo reality pa( of a qune different cu(icular radnion,
th.t of ltilitdianism, analrsed in Chaprer i. There is also, of couse, a parallel riadi
rion ofutiliry in sardenin8 d$ign, which I here desdilre 6 disrina fo.victofy.

The Dig-for-\tccory Curriculum

The brogue arrden and the l drape Aarden a.e borb la.8c-sczl., own.d by and
d$igned for the rich (who do no. themsetves, however, provide the Labour for maio
taini.g the atuden, othe. rbzn ir the symbolic play of Ma.ic Antoio(te 
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nlanoo). Mo$ gardeos are much s@l]er. aod are today owned, desianed aDd cuk'
vated by irdividual fmilies. They de ofien seen in utilitdiao terhs, sodrtimes
providinA food, sometimes a plding plde in whicb to reld, somerimes a way of
indulaina io reffearional maoual labou..

The curiculum ofeducational iGtitutiods .an also be lnterpreted md designed to
meer very simild functioos. Tbe idea that the cur.iculum mut in sone way bc usetul,
and in particular that the learning chat iakes place in schools d6t in some vay
prepare clildre. for rhen turure roles in work ad in society is not new. Jamieson ard
Ligbtfoor (r982) poin! .o the contiouioa debate oo the .elatlonship beNeen rchooling
add indu$.y dating bdk ro the L8J1 Great Exhibnion. The codp&atire economn
deline ofrbe U.ned Kiogdom, over the par twenty yetus io pa.ti.ular (znd ov€. the
pdt 1i0 yeds more aenenlly), ha been analysed a a consequence of inapprop.,are
s.hooling. that prefers 'a.adedic non-ind6tial, or €v€n anri-indstial, values ov€r
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d,c a.q!i!tio. oa usehl skllls. \riener's noq ci6si. thesis nt Eutnh a"tt@ an.t the
DdN tftlt ld,rfia!'lr, l8J0 1980 (t981) trad. vcri. siSntft.anr irnFa.r on rhe
nr,fintj of tlt UK c!ftin un nr rhe 1980s (Listo., 199.1; Ros, 199tt,). ft {,as
argued rrrar ther. w,s d skills dcacir nr rhe vofkfo(e, and drar rrris led ro r.L.ti!e
in.omfer.r.e in ri.odu.lion r'he cxcence of this sklUs defi.ir *,6 j(tibuted to ar
i.apprDp.i.rcLy locused, wcaklv dne.ed and |,oorly drltvercd schoot {and lost s.hoot)

This lies oi dre curtr.ulD, exflo€d xr more dorxi] jD Chiprcr 8, ieqnnes thc
rrru.tur. antl coltnr ol &lucation b b. .lirecdy retcva.r ro rhe .ecds of (adnh)
so.,.r!, r^d ,n pa.ricullr to rhe nccds oaeniployers. Thcre r conttnuous and in.reas,nE
emphasr on inrernarionrl .on,parisons tu Lcrgue rabtes, i. rerms of percellag$ of
youfS peopie obtain,dg rrainlns qldrncations, in tcrms oaability in various form of
markmrrns !D.l of atrainment oi s.ientiic k.osledge, whi.l are then ctared to
lelels of indusrMl outpur and nrlional i!.onc Thc cdis thar h.s beeo generatc.t has
8cr.ra1ed a response, panicuLar]! si.ccJames CallaShrns speech ar Ruskin College in
1974, wlrich has analoS,cs wi.h tbe c.isis in lbod a.d .aw marenats shorages of 1939.
,4 l,rae troportio! of rhc nations food lrxd been impored DIr (o ihar dxrc, and this
supply was thrn d,rea€oed by Ax{ orval afta.ks on supply.onvoys. Thc response wd
ro d,v€r atrc..o. ro .on.ollnrg consumption a.d rc inc.eAtns dofu$i. supply
'Di8 fo. vl.rory's?s rhe doaan that led ro dom€{n Ari.lens belns nrned oyer to
v.8eful)les on a Lalge scale, absofbnra effo( and resources ioto what was r reLarivet]'
,.clll.iedr and smrll s.ale.onuiburion ro food sro.ks (ard in.re,slng dedand ftom
hou*holds f.r redi and Ardenidg rqnipnrcar, \'hich .a$cd r shoriage) (Crtder,
1969,t .196).

The idea rhai A2rdd,s musr hav. a lseful Furpor hxs beeh ftrher qrnded N r!€
lelsurc tinr of Lhe populatio. has id..eased. ca(leas nos, bccoDe both a place in
which teople.ao relax, and a pla.. in wli,.h ther c.r .ake usefut crercise. Thh is
mirored by dre prolifemtion ofrecratioaal adulr &lucation da$cs .hrcugh the 1960s
to l9Et: couBes in lcisurc pu6uits, n!re$ dases, and ih. Like. cardcns have also
be.omc paft oi corsumefism, aad dre flow places in whi.b cor$Lmpriotr c,o be
.onsticuously displayed, bu! this aspect of Sardsing hxs uqtorunar€iy nor beed
nirored in thc srtrftog, equipf,nA add aen€nl r.sourcnrg ofrhe .arioos schoots.

Tbc utilita.ian view of edu.arion ha wide. idplicatioos rhan pure in$tumen-
ralism. ft is rcnc.kd in b€havioural models oflea.ninS, whjch l€ad ro movemefts to
pre{pc.nv learning obl.cr'les, and rbus to rare sone obje.i,ves a nore ucfut rban
orhc6. Througb relioenre.. in.ulrivatlon and (ajnins rcbni.tues, it b€co,nes fto.r
posible !o piedict drc efte.6 of bodr Aardening and tca.hing. Vre know becer when
plants will bloom or fru,r, how larae rhey witl grow, and can thus delerdjde ihc
future desned al,trcarao.e jn a wav nor possible befo.e.

The Coitagc Cu.riculum

Mos of ou Aailels wlll no! eraftly fir anl,oidre above mGlets. Tfie typical.onrm_
l)orary EnSiish sardcn is olien a hrAsledy piggl€dy mrx, wnb a semi-formalized tawn
.nd herb beds inrermingled with veg*ables, flowed aod ftuir. Such gardens ee
l.rgcly tbe wdy thar thcy are now because this ts ihe wav they wde rltnty, tfty or a

()

Cufie 
"n 

Gd eni"g

hmdred yea6 ago. Th€ subuiban ga.den ldaely attedpB to reProdlcc this herirxge'

v,ew of rhe garden, wirh a rarher more evidenlly planncd minure of the formal (lawns,

px1,os. pergolat, rhe landrape (poods, wate.faLls, iregular shaps and eveo galdet

gd.met and the utilitalian (the vcgctable b€d, potting shed and conpor heat)

Chrlle.aes to such garden d$igns are almo$ pointle$. Tbey are a mjxtue ol $yles

that is not simpLy tradlrional, but ossited in lorm and functio. to lhe loinr th.t the

re4oDs ao. their eistence are simply be.ause they have always been like rhn chinge

lhcm, and they no longer fall within the categori' of'8afden
T'he 

conremponry .u(i.ulum is very mu.h like rhis: d Preserv"tion ot.ultu.al

forms a.hieved rhrough rim*honourd proc$scs, resistant ro .hallenSe or .riti.ism

But rhese forms of.uricuLun, iu! as much d the baroque curi.ulum, the landsc,|c

.uri.ulum and rhe urilidrian .uriculum. a.e socially conslucred, the resuL of

competing cLaims to (uth, oF bargaioing dnd negotiation. Very ofteD (hn afbirmrion

is unseen, even by thor en8aged in n. Shelte.ing behidd notions ot .omnon sefs.,

mdniod, ideas of'natual lea.niog. possesive iddividua{ism, id$rudentaljsm rnd

.he norm, rhe cudculum appea6 to evolve and to emerge I'ke ToPsy, it ju$

groqed' Bur this appearance ofa naturaL process at wbrk, akin to natuml sele.tior, is

de€ply misLeadin8. This book q'll anal!'se purposes, forms and .oo$.uctio.s of tbe

.uri.ulud *irhin the social context.
The discusio! wlll focs on rhe natue ad purposes of th. .urri.ulum. But

teacheB de more than simply busy people: they hnve a cla$ ro tedh at nine tomotow

morninA, and will nece$a.ily hav€ io */irl some sort of cud.ulum. A cu(iculum

du$ be taught, jut as a garde! must be dug. Voldires plotagonisr, Candidt, sPeids

mo$ of the novel in puauit of the meaDi^a and purpos€ of life: h 1lt eod - in tht

nnal words ofthe book - he dismiss€s all ofthat which has gone before c mere n*a-

plryskal speculation: Crl, 6r bia d't, rlpm'Jit C'rdide, tuit il fazt .'ltiar notre lddt,
("'That is well said," replied Candide, 'but we mur culri%te our garden") (Vohane,

17t8). Borh the aardeneB at Schwerzingen and leachers mut, like candide, g{ on

with the busine$ of livinS. NevertheLe$, n is impoftadt rhat .eachen analyse aod
jusiiy what rh€y cultivate, and rhe ways and directions i. whi.h they pldn, Pru.c and

@in then cha(Aes. In ode sense it mattes les whether ga.dens are s€c.ct or oPen to

unLimned public nces, thao that n is rsoanized thar they do dot just Srow of thei.

own accord; they a.e designed and ourtued ro achieve some desi.ed effect The .ature

of rhar design is too impoltmt to be lefr ro habir - o. to rhe politiciars.

I  A I  er ,o,€l '@'no.:  B.ddinaLon ! .no'  $a !"-  ^  Pdt of  the Co- n 
-  

S hool  "  
n l  h I

"eg,. 
ry e.ond,a eou r|o|a lai . alon8 w'th chfl Woodhera, $ o . now 

'^l-o
sible d hmd ofOIST!D for the e.fo(enenc in lngland and Wales ol rire.uiien. bar.gue
.trri.ulm. The .ufticul@ |har we endued logsber over rhe foUovlo8 seven years
ien(Ed the ordeed b€ds of Crer! grdens add tbe tainins of plans into Pa{i.ular
paths and lorns. Thtre wN inteNe competnion by ihe teMhers of dirTerenr dis.ipLnres for
rhe allegiance of rhe pupils to spdalize ln thei subje.ts.



2 What is the Curriculurn?
1
i
I
I
i

i
i
I
I
!
i
I

Vhat I th. Ctrri.dl,tui'

sociaLly accepred view ol wlur .on$itutes Sood pdentlng, but thtuugh a *ries ol
laws such s th€ Children A.t dnd Educarion Acu requirioa ptrrenB ro ensure dre
educarion of lheir childreo. and iniluenced by *ridures from polii.lans and orhers
ablut wha! they sccas afprop.iate paredtai behaviour.

Perhaps rhe bes briefdeiinnioo ofcu(iculum was rhat offercd by HM Inrye.drte
(HMl) 

'o 
198: as a conr.ibution to rhe then.urent debate on curicuLuft aims:

A schoolii curiculuo consisc ot all thos€ activnies designed or en.ourdged
vithio its orsaoisaiional fmework tu prodot the inteLleclual, pe6onal, so.ial
aod physical develotme.t of its pupils. It includes not ooly the fomal
prosmme oflesons, bu! aLso the'informal'proSramme ol so-.alled exdacudic
ula. act'vities as weu as alL those featules whicb produce dt (hooli, ethoi, su.l1
,s the quality ofrelationships, the concerd for equlity ofopportunity. rhc values
exempLified in lhe way th€ s.hools sets about ns tak and the vay in whl.h ir n
olaanised and ma.aged. Tea.hinS and lear rg $'des sro.aly influefte the
curri.ulum and in pdtice rhey cannot be sepuated froh it. Siice pupih le2rn
from aU these things, lt oeeds ro be eosu.ed tharall are consisrenr in supportlng
the schooli inten!;ons.

(DES, 1985a, para. 11)

This is a very broad co.c€prulization, but one that plopedy emphasts rhat aflyrhins
thar s.hools do that affects pupils' learning, whether through delibeGte llanninE and

organDation, unwitting en.ouraaemeo!, o. hiddetr and un.eliz€d assuhprions, can all
be properly seen d eLeme.ts or the s.hoolir whole curiculm.

Vhile mor of rhis book will be concerned p'lmarily with rhe ov*t cutr,o,lum,
wirbin fomai educational ln$itudons, l! is impotrnt to b€zr lD mind th.t this is one
end ofa sp€crum oferivities, and thar, even withio such insrnutions, many ol tht
pro.es€s of teaching and lezrnioS rake plde ouside the presc.'bed correnr. It has
been argued that many of lhe aspech of sch6ling that are ouside the mate.ial of
lesons a.e mo.e impoftddt thao that mat.ial nsell uniforms and dDifornity. rimc

keepinS, subscden.e dd obedience, the accepra.ce of orde$ and of roles imposed by
othes, social $rarificatioo and hierarchies - all of these, it hd been held, arc crlcu'
laled ro ioduce rhose behavious lnd attitudes in adult life rhat afe nccessa.y to seNe
the needs of (capitaLis!) employec for a docile and uactable workforce (for exanple.
Bowles od Gintis, 1976). conveBely, r! hs also been obsered that the pupih own
.dunter-.u1rures - whlch a.e oftea created dd fuansnirted within .he boundaries ot

fte schoolina system - cafl sonerimes be more powe.fll m€chanisms foi lelrning than
any ourcomes that were iotend€d by the sy$ems formal conttollcs, whdh€r this NA

ro p.oduce complaisanr worke.s or ro transnit fornal knowledge (willis, 1977).
Chaprer 6 w'll explore fifther sohe of these arAuments.

Curriculum and the Reproduction of Cultue

One of the key issues ln the analysis of cuniculum, which wilL be a .unninS rheme
ihrouah this book, is how a select'on h mde from a society\ .ultut of the .iar-"rial

l : . , . " ' . : . ,  
' -  ,  . t . . \  t ,  rw , . , . rp pt  t . ,L. . . , .  t . t ,n,a1.t  lmiphl

r ,  r"  Lr  o1t .  r .  t , .  1" . . ,  , , . . r . . , , r  -  . , , . . . t , " , . . . ih" . , . r" ; .
I , r r - .o l  | .oq-d;  \ , . . ,  , r , , .oo."  , -" | ,Ah"r  mor

educared aurl,odry. l'hc fact thtrr defi.1og rh. cu(i.ulr-, rir." _"A, .f".au.*-", i,
s€€n oy m"ny ro be p.rr of .om,!on se.se, does not oake n any e"sler to engaSc ir:
deLrrte ab.ut purpos€s 2rd pnoriiies

. - - , - l  , l i l , :  " : '  - . : . "  "  
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Un(ed K,ngdom (whicn witl be analtsed iD Chapt€a I ro t) susgcss thar there are a;
relsan.es !o th€ atobat tonn, derivirg Fom pdfti.utd and dtvese

^ 
.utr'.ulunr is a definition of whtrr is ro be tcarned. The or,gnN of rhe wo.d a.c

trom rlE ld,n dr(utum, a dnrS .hariot, ffo,n which * d..i;rd a .&errack, of d,  r r"  ' .  b"  r  
' | . , 'nr  
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" , ,omPlrsory eduonon, jr is also po$,bLe to lefer io the.hiddcn..u(icutuo: thar
ssl t '  

'  
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p b-brF. "rd ,  h i  d en\.  ntor.  . t  %r1 ,8 , r . .  n . , t , , , , .e,  r1d , . ,  i61 ,urs. .
and rcspoDrs to presures ftom produ.ers Go be|a,r x, r pdocu,af ma^ner, conroim
ro a lrartrcurar rmaae hd (in pariculat ro.onnrde parti.ula. Soods or ser,cer, ail orwhich together consii{rc a currtcutum for p.re.rjdg. rho"g}, ,u.1, 
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app€.rs to be furely votunrary and in6nnat, ir t in fact Aoaeflred noi only by dE

a
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thar A ro be ,nduded in dE .trri(ltun . *,1*hom, w,h {ha, io,enr a..r lirh wha, ,e,u,, ill,i#liill;il.liij.Ili'"?:i:,"1
so.ier! sclecG, .La$ifiei, di{riburs. ftadsmits and e,"t"** .r," .a..*ton"t t"o*t
edge dmr ir oNidds ,o be fubli. ftflc(s borh rhe distriburtu. of powcr an,l the
pr in. ip lcs ofr) . ia l  codol  (1971a, t  4t) ,  f rom !hi .h I 's i  cbe s.Le.r io; ,  ctasin.ar ion

^o. l  
e\" luat ion ofrarnular kno$ledge arc.drrat  ro rhe dci .n ior  o l  a curnl lum.

This is not . siinlle o. determi.Ni. modet of \o.,al lnd .utu.al reprodu.rior of d,e
donr.rnt ideol.8y. Thcrc arc mr.y deeiled $u.ltes ofrhe gro{rh ofprricutar djri
pli,rs.virhm rhc .u(i.ujud thar su8gesr drc pro.e$c, 

"*..*,a"-OLy 
,"_...-pt..

Gs Goodson. 1984a; whi t t r , ,  l98t iLryron, t9 i2)

Theft {c rqo tafticllar tssues ofculrumt €prcduct,on rhat are of no!€ ar th{ sage.
I.tr$, $.iery is no lorser - ir ir eve. ws posc$ed or^" uo-^*t"t t" 

""a11"".ddiu.e: we {e .o( jDcreN,naly aware ofx rxnge of nutt,p te .dtulat idenfties, €aclr
w,Lh ,$ own ne.essary cllrurat lmpedimcru, ftom shi.h indivjduals make rhcir own
sel.-.rion The individul con$ruG and projccls a pa(icular mnae of idedtittes,
u.lizin! an appropriar set of {liscouBes These culrunL ,"p".u.", 

",". 
f.o.

corsru.rofs oi erhnicity, gcoder,.la$, !g*sets, rxtut orenrarbn add rhe ljke, ad
afe ofretr murually exclusive. \X/fiile iDdivi.tuals .an &lapt to ctieir imnedtate chosen
.onrex! aod d6cou.se dispiaytng d'ffercnr.rhuat tra,$, usinS spe.iftc languase,
rleft,ng pafticul,r an{l spe.itc idsriri.s rbis .x. rpleaf mu.h more lroblcnrari.
wbeo wc dE asked ro do n oD rhe rale of selccring a ser ofcuttural annbutes tur
ons.ious rransmission, drolah rlr. cu(i.utum Th€ pluraliry of our wiely means
rhar d,ildren .ome tlom , ransc of .ulrural backgounds: rhey nmy com€ from
d,u.r . , ,hn,  f ,e in.  t - re 

- .  
h,r . , , . . .  .  . incrn.  r , , , l_. , , . ,dcn, r .  i , rof . ,srr . r .  n l  rpF el ,F.  n '  e.r  iF-  8A, ' l  ,n.  . .bt  . -c, . ,d, .  .on_ .o.n honc

widr widcly varied expf!eoces olrhe nature ofwork, hale diIlcrenr erFctaiions ofrne
effi.acy ofpolnl.al sy$ems. To nake a sele.rion tor rransmission thrcugb the schoot
.urrlculLrn will neces,rily be .onrentious, aod th€ Srearer ttrc scop€ ofa.urrcutuh
definitio. tor dample, d .ariotul levet the arearer rhc des.e€ oa contcnr,oD Tbere

's 
a ncccssary tens'oD beNceD rh€ natrowe$ ofpo$ible curi.uta and the qide*. The

ntrrrowei wolld p.obably be 2 cu.ri.uLunr diat s,as djre(ly and exclusivrly selefted
lrom rft tulture ofthe pretrs of auardians ofthe.hitd, in whic! the curtu;al .ep.o
duction ot rchoolin8 dir(tly mlmicked the biologicrt reproduction of rhe gencs: few
would arsue fof such a aheftoized.u(iculum, cven ifit were possible to det;! But a
iarionaL curiculum re.lui.es sodeo!e, somehov, to rule rhar ceftain cutrurat aftetets
Gd{red, by verr definitmo. f.on par.icul{ cutures) shoutd be et.valed to be pase{l
oo to au.hildren, a.d lhat orher.uttunl manif$tations S. 

"*.t"a.a 
r.o- io.."t

edu.aiion, even ihough they FilL probably be rhe prio.ipal cuttumt derermina^rs of
many cbildren ln rhe syrc'r. This lcads to rhe sccord porenriat p.obleh wnh simpl€
Lulrural reproductior theory

'lhe vcry analysis afti.uhred by B€rn$etn in rhe edty t970s h,s, in irsctl atie.ed
rhe marre.{,d t)rces$s ofcud.uluD desr4nion. As wirh maoy ap€c6 of the socidl
r,ences, the desdiprio. and b.oad.dtinE of a soctal rute meads rbar it becomes
possible coosciou5ly ro manipulat€ the situtioo that thc.ule purports to desc.ibe,
and, ar tcas to an exlenr, the sene.auzai,on tlEthe rut. .p*."n. i, .o to"s". u.tia.

ta

.l

Wbat tbe C"h.rl,tu)

On.c a poLicy-ftaker g6ps that tbe ac! of defi.ioa the .uricutuo is a .onscious
sele-ion ofwhi.h cukure shatl be rransotrled to rhe nex! geoe.ation, rhen ir be.om€s
po$ibl€ ro revene rhe processr ro de.ide what forn of.ulture (or society) wilt be desn
ablc 

'n 
future, and to ensure that it is rbis which r i.cluded in ihe .utr(uiuh lor

e{aftpte, ifa A(oup of curiculum-makets feel thar 
'odividuats 

should be morc enter
prisins and .esponsible for iheir ovn so.ial and e.onomic progre$, rhen thry ca.
rflsure rhrr dre cdri.ulum includes rhemes thar emph6iz. iodivi.tral initaiivc, that
prio.irte iodividul duries aAd obligatioos ovfr social and commudat righs, and rbat
pur a high vaLue oo endepreoeurial activnics in schols (Ro$, 1 99j b). If .utriculun-
nakes are concerned lhar rheir sociery is losing its seose of idenriry tben rhey .an
dan,puLate rhe cu.ri.ulln so rha. in th€ wo.ds ofNi.k Tate, Chieflxe.urive ofrhe
Schools Curdculum and Assessment Aurhority for En8lz.d and wales - i$ key fun.rion

rhe explicn ieinforceme.t ofa connon culrure. ...'Pupils trst and fo.emo$
should be idtroduced ro rhe history of the part of the world where thcy live. irs
litemry heritaae and main religious rraditions ... lhe culture and raditiods of
ts.kain should be at rhe core. Seen in ihis liaht, rhe cenrral rote ofBrtrish hbtory,
Chlistiaoity and the English li.erary heritaSf are diomar'c.

(Tare, 199.i)

Il a Tate soes on toargue, anatioral curiculuh ... plays a key pait in heifinA so.irtl,
mairtaid ns idenriry, then it is po$'ble for $os€ who have vi€ws abour what that
socbl identiry should be to ser out to coosrruct a.udculum rhai does nor jusr repro,
duce rhe existing diveFnies, djchoronies and conftadi.tio.s,n society, but produces
thc new orde. that rhey seek. This discusion on the role otthe .uriculum io deariDg
a oarional (o. othe.) idenrity will be rerurned ro in the fina1 chapter of this book.

The curicullm cao be con$rued in this way a a way ofcoo$.uftioA borh iodivid,
uais r/ sciety. The individual znd socieiy are c.eared, by rhe p.oce$es of rhe
curlculum, d relared pdrs; s@iety as cohpos€d ofa set of individuals; individuats as
exsring throqh aset of sftial references; aod sociery dd iadividuals in.onrcdi$inc,
t'oo to ea.b other. The cur.i.d@ is, thereforc. a social cosracrio., a individuls
add societies decide vhat consrituks rhe proce$es and .ontents of the construc.'oD.
The inevitable tetrion lies in the differen.es beNeeo what an individu^l ledn€i (or
theirparent or a@diatr) migbr want from a cu(iculum md wha. a mu.h wide. social
groupiog dight vant o. indeed, whar a oa(ower and more powertul Aroup, $,ch d
acuricrlln authoriry might waor.

curiculum ed Assessmeor

One of Bernsreins key p.oce$es wd the evaluation of educarionat knowlcdSe. Tbe
oechanisds fo. asesina the curliculum Dften reval s duch about .he morivzrio.s
and ideoloaies of the educarionally pdwe.tul a they do abour the efficacy of thr
learding thar hs taken place. Decisions about what to cses, about why the ases
meo! is to take place, and about how to conduct dsessmenr &e sully fraDed wirhin

t1
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the taflSuaAe oimaintaining trod lnrlRNin! $ardrrds bdr d lerv ofreo nrasks wivs

in rtrich p;\€r n scl€.rvdly tiansnritt.d i.r .he ucxt ftflir"iion what€ver the reasonr

fo. whi.h assessnenr is.a.'ied od(, horve\cr, ,t rs.lerr Lhat anv knrd ofassesnrnt has

leq tar re".h,og couqucnccs lo' {hc ratuie .i rh. tun.ulum. xnd .otse,trronly

xsse$mc.r is inlrriabl) ser. rs rfl aspe., ofor.i.uLum dclign, rtrrhet drd an ind€
p.ndsr vdable. The rl!.gcs oi rhir l,!ve lorLg bear .pparenr dre Sl)nn Rcf.r
( l lo i .d. fEdurdn'r ,  l9 l . ! ) . tu.rd x l rodd Cirn ar( l011olM.r .h L9l8)drarserour
a ,  cr . r lml  pr ln. lp le r l , i t  the exainLndo. shoul . l  fo lLor the.ur, .u lunr rnd rol
.l{.rnne iC Slens also noted in pm.ri.c, rhis lrin.1tn. has bear rveBed. However
mu.llr is ugred d,rr asr*mcnt dulJ b. cu,.ollnr drive,, it *ems xlmo$
in.f,rxblc thit, clcn aL rlt dro$ ntuigl,riorvrrd Lerel, n ir inevlhbl. rhaf ,e{hifE
fu rhe rd$ rill hxpper dul rh. .!fl.u1!m rj r$a$ienr driven (clplI and

Ifan .du.ano.r l  svned ls, lesigDed ro be sele. t i 'e ro ad as a f l l tcr  dtr ,$c$
nr.nr s1{ems m6r be ilevi$d rhat orlr, dLoN rlk oe.csary numbd or pr.'!o(ion oi

leople ro pass rhiough ftr rhc n.r s.agc l1u.h ol rlr e(lucarooal syftm in Britain,
and emplorers serenllr, dcrDo,l dr2r Nscsmoi (rnd rhus rlf.u.rl.nhm) bc
.lciirned ro sLe.t rhos. rudcos tuho xr'nl,..1'for nr.rh{ and more advar.cd *udr.
o. 1or pari.ula. enpLoymcnr ne.ds S!.h tr$asN.r sy$ems musr bc non
reFren.€d; rhar n, rhc qu"lifi.iti.n level i. .elrte.i ro rbe srou! raking drc rs Thc
.ll .hr.. flls eirniiofior syrem ls an example of rhn, sio.c rhc( were, io a give!
ir€a, oolr r lixed nnmbcL of 8.amn,ar rhool thc$, only thar ntrmber .ouLd b.
2$,ard.d a p2$ ln, good year,.hil.L.er wodd need ro a.h1cvc, h,gher dark tiun
(.uL{l be ne.essdiy ir a poo. rcar. Morc.vcr. snrc. Sirls ai a grou!.onslsendy
outsrorsd bot,!, a.d sin.c it ss hel.l rhar rn rpproximdrly eqnal numbd.fer.h se{
should .e.enr gr.mm2f rhool &tuori.n, rlt tas mark fo' 8t.is w6 Scr4ruy fixed
ar a highe. level tlian tbe pas nrk for boys Odef enm,narions also &t as filten,
rnough they are desiEncd not ro bc ro.,n rcfe(enced: GCSI exmlnatioff tlrer
sru,lents inro sixdr torm and IE.olkge rudy; ,{levels nlic. $udeals iNo de8ree
level rudy - *m dough drc corehrion b{weeo A level resuits and dcSrcc
.lxsilnarbns is only 0.4 Unn'e6iry &lL,cation, in prnr.iple available ro 3ll rhore who
are.lualilled by $ility and aftailmefl. (UK, 196.1), is ln pra.rice limired ro those
virh the be$ $i1ity ro demonrrar their abiliry md .ftainmcnr, bectruse rhe numbet
.fplNes fo. nldy ire limited.

Thc -"f|..r or the turi.dlm is to ralue pro.esses.nd.onrcrr rhat are anrmble io
gnding Tha .an mean thdt a.ufti.ulum is, at leat in part, dffc.m'ned by ns abllity
ro 0ller: kno\aledge ard skills (rndition]lli koowledge io lxrticulat rhar arc rel"
r'vely in,ccc$iblc are givei, a more nnpoitari pla.e, becausc rhcy wili make ir edier
ro cornru.t filteA that a.hicve dr desied resuLr. The use tlh. was madc ofrhe $udy
ol.li$icxl lxnguaaes is an exmple ofrhis: nrcspecrive otrhc Derirs oflea.ninS Laiir
and Gcek, proficiency ]n onc or borh ofrh6e langrages was used as a way oifi[ering
rptlicrnts to Unive6nr and ro.areer bcyond this. A cLi$ical <lucatioo, ro degree
lerel, qas afl lmpoftxnt fequrement lor re.nrirmenr ro rl,e adminisrarive lcvd of rhe
coionlal .,vil rnice, for exdrple. It was arsued rtrar a su..estul Dasrc.y of tlt disci
pline ofsuch edu.atloD providrd an a$uan.e of ihc crl,br of d,e indiyidnal to deal
(,rh rhe e{rgen.ies of rhe joF, and indctd. rhe .oreslondn.. 

^nd 
relofts of su.h
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Whdt t the Crnitalrnt:

.olonial ofilceG are Ilrtcrcd wih elidencc of lheir edu.ar,on, f.om Larn, epjanms ro
hi$oric.l F,nllels bedcco rhe Rodan and the British Empi.es. ft coujd e.tualLy hxve
bee, a+ucd rhat a s.ientific education prov,ded a sjDrild Level ofab,ljty 6r abst[c,
ihoughr (if that wa what ms rcqured for the task), dnd rhai dredi.al and physi.al
nrtrphots and r.alogies iould have been as effecrive in analysiig r}t b€lrauoni ofrhe
lo.al populaoon. Indeed, marhemari.s and scied.e (and, very .ccc ly, e.hnoloty)
have supplanied rhe cl.slcs in the pole posirioo as subjecrs decsary for t.dt\
filterinE medadisms. Malh€mati.al knowledse and abiliry have bcen lc.orded ;e
srarus oflrigb-lcvel knowledge, suirable as a mcros ofsortioa our ihe elire iom the
non elite. It.a. be aiaued that we have give! rbis $ar6 io drese subjects, not because
of iheir in(insic idte.cs o. usefulnes, bur because it is posibte quickly add efl:t,
clenrly ro gnde leolle in their abil'ry !o perform, and ro malc np!.opriate.arc8orj*
in consequen e In view of the grear ditficulties iha. were encounrered lhrough thc
.'trereenih .c.rury in recoSnizinS science d a subjecc to be in.tuted anywher wirhto
.he s.hool curi.ulln, rhc present rcifi.ario. of sci€nrit. ,koowledse as an c$co,ial
el€me^t ofthe well'educated peson is nonic.

Ot cou^e, n.an be d8ued ihat maihematical and scientific knowLedge is usefut, io
Frti.uld in .onemporafy so.iety wilh its d€pe.dence or te.hoolo8y, and rhat rhs t
wby such forms ofknowledSe have now, rishdy, acquired sucb hiah ratu. Th,s teads
to the seco.d b.oad s€t ofpurposes ofan edDcarional system: !o provide rhe .e.essa.y
skills tha! vill be s€ful ro individuals, bolb in their immediat€ a.d future rcl€5,r
so.iety This i. lurn requlrcs a. asesmeni system that can certjfy thar a parliculaf
compcrence or level ofknoqLedge h6 becn redhed: a criterior{efercnced dsessnrnt
Such . sy$€m allows lor rhe vaSa.ies ofa aood or a'bad year of$udetrts: all tlose
who rea.h the standdd will be awarded rhe grade, dnd onty lhose $udeots. rt would
be deo.eticauy po$ible for all srudenrs to mee! rhe requied gra.le, or aU ro fail, in
atry given period. Th€ a.Aument fo. such resling is oot simply thar ir is ttie. and
unambiguous:sucb dsesment is related solely to the abiky ofthc srudent to demon
$hte rhar they can do o! koow soderhiqa, irespecrive of any odr.f pe6od\
competen.e at rhe sde r6k. The drivina ter or a swihminA te$ are borh simlle
exdples ofcrite.ior referen.ed tesrs. On e a description of rhe abilities necessrrylo
be able ro drive or'able ro seid have been derermined, rhen oft has onty ro meet
rhes€ c.ireria topa$. There is no.e6on why vi(ually everyone should be able ro even
tuf,lly letun b driv€, or be able b swim. Io terhs ofurilny for emplolment and adulr
life, rhe advantaAes ofsuch asessn€trt rre rhat one cro, io rheory, dcrennioe the ski|s
and knoqledae needed for a pari.ular task, aod rhen dedon$.ate comperen.y ar rhc
oece$dy level. But ir could be argued rhar an enplote. (or an educationai insrirutiotr
reduitins) would find rhjs sy$ed unhelpaul, in that tbey find tr easjer ro s€le.t on rhe
bdis of a qo.n,referenced sysrem: they wilt rake rhos€ iudged besr at a lanicuiar
aitlibute, nor thosc suficieody able ro pe.form th€ tsk su..essfutly or take rhe cduca
liodal cou6e with .dvanraAc.

The etreft ofcrlterion referedced a$e$ment on rtre curiculunr is !o ptde spectal
emphda m Ddunble competc.cies I! ptutice, lhe sertioa of $,ict .fjt€.ia nay
be roo dificuk, add rhe device of shde der.ip.o6 (or 'levet des.ripto.s,) is ofien
uscd: an e.ouor of the $andards expecred of students reahins each arade. GSCE
exdirarioos were.eorsanjzed aloos these lines in the Iate 1980s, a.d trave been
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ibllowcd by .ritcroo ieferenccd Ndtbnrl v!.arionat emt,ficat,onj (NVes). Tliese
latrer srrblnh lev€ls ofabilities, 2nd have .rarked a shlf! u the .utr,cutdn avay irom
rhe idea ofkoowledge m oo€ of.ompc!en.y: .onant beom$ tes iml orlnt tha; sao
dards ofrdrieveinent, .nriculum is d"-t.tu] i,, terms ofdtsired outputs. rarher than of
,npurr a..l fro.esscs, and coml,crence nsetfis rellttd ro rhe whote work role. In rhese
.urrulnm d€s.riprlons knowlcnge r usu,tly dosely t,nked wirh undr$tanding,
ndrr .h-aD beins identilled 1n i6 own riEhc: rhn .an be seen pcthaps as lowe ,g tie
skrus of ktrovled8e civen rbx! Dary $.iolosss of knowledge (from B*8e.-and
I-u.kman, 1966, onw dt have argued lhat knowtedgc corsists simpty ofFrceprions
orkaliq, heavill, fiLrered rh.oueh cuhu.al .onsri,tus, atrd thu dF; ax k;o*led8e is
relatilc, this process .ray be seen ,s an opemnS up, or freetnS of rhc .utriculum fion
p.rt1cllar elire .uLtunl form tsut .omper€rcies a
only b. a$e$ed rhrouAh obserarion, so dut onc Fr of.utrural filteE may merely be
replaced by aDothe! (\ooll 199t).

A drifd ser of6se$ntnr purpors nay be se€n in whI cipps and Srobaft (t991)
dtnoguished rs d,e managerial functions of 2$e$nenr. \{rbile a profe$iodal dsc$
henr may be co.cern€d widr providing tcachers wirb useful diaSnosic haieriat, wi.h
sc.e..ina to.lere.r speciaL needs. or ptoviding mrierial rhar helps in record keepinS,
maraAer,al $scssment 6 dcsiaoed io prodDce dara thar will allow e .onpa.6otr of
rcache6', schools and local edtr.arion authofitcs perfo.maoces Asssoents that
prc.i(e dtr(t @Dldiso.s over a qide rmAc ofrhe poputalion a.e rarely suffi.ienrly
finely iuncd !o prcducc diaSnosti. feedback, or r. provid€ mde rhan the oosr oude
raolina for th€ individual .hil.l, but do altoq, league rabtcs ro be consr.ucted thar jt
everyrhing else were cqlal - allow rhe dire.r .omparison of thc staddard, or ,effec_

tiven$s of diffemt schools ard I-EAS. Vhar efect wiu such asesment have on the
curiculm? Thc in(odu.rio. oftbis kid ofase$ment occurred in r862 i, EnAland
dnd Y/ales, when rh€ revised.ode made .eache6 sala.ies dependen. on thc resufts
rhei. pup'ls achieved, which lesulted in an exko.dnrary oarowinS ofrhe cutrkulum
to fo.us very Ltugely on dre r$ed clemons

Thf reaons why a$essment is ca(ied out thus have a very powefut eilec( oD rhs
.onten! ofthe.uft1culuh, a rre ve.y much a$ociated wirh whar are ren as ihe
overdll puryoses of educ2rion, ivhetbe. drese arc to limit rhe Iroup who wj have
accc$ !o powc. i. lhe futurc, or to ensurc tha. individuals arc educared iowards
partnubr levck of.ompcrence, or ro cnable nrdtvidurls to Sain access to d wide a
r,!ge ofkDowledSc and abihi.s as they aft able to do.

Global Trends i0 School Curicula

The diveGiry otth€ ideoioAies that seek ro create curicula mighr be expe.red ro .esult
in a great diversiq' ofcuri.ular jrrtrerns a.ound rhe wodd. k woutd noi bc surprising
ro find som. societies with whoUy utllirarian.u..i.ula, Seared.los€ly ro rh; Local
mems ofprodu.tion, and orher socicdes which valucd rnd taughr pafticultu cuttu.al
forms !o. Maiified elite

An importanr study of world wide trends ,tr rtre carrt.ulun sugaers ttra! thts may
nor be so. Joho Meyer! rem at Sianfo.d Unne^itr has looked at the curi.uta. cate,
sodes used id prima.y education in oyer s€venty couuies sidce the 1920s. I.sead of

\Ybat t the Cant an?

div-siiy, rhey dlscolered 'atr exraordinary homoAeneiiy acro$ .he erkaordinalily
variable counoies of dre world (Meyer e! al., 1992, p. 6). Comparnis nationilly
provide.l a..ounts of cu(icular provision, ir wd Frhaps not surprisinS lhet local
inUuences oo rhe curi.ulDm app@red !o be unimporta.!, a ma$ edu.arion overrode
local .ulruml conrenr: what was unepefted was lhe degree to whi.h oflooal p€$ures
$p,.  d lso "ppdre,  , ly  u , ,mpo(.n, .  

"nd rnd 
' l r  

brodd rn r . r : r re.  L ' ,  s! ,  , '  n.  ut .
greiily outweished the differences.

Meyers teed rook onlcial dara f.om a larie.y of governoenr and irternattonal
sources, and tiom lhese analysed descriptions ofth€ curiculum into broad .are8orics,
lookina both ai the 1is6 ofsubjects taughr and rtre percentaae of toral insrruciion rime
sive. to eich subjeft. In some counriies, they were able b u.e a.counts back i!!o rhe
€rilie. pan ofthe nineteeflrh ceoruryi i. orher c$es, they were lookina ar the educa-
donal systems of nations thar hav€ only achieved nateh@d siocc rhe l96os.
Admntedly the dara is limited and superdcial: it is noi po$ible to discover what a
paricular curicular careAory might mem in dy given couatly. There could be sisnif,
icant va.lations in the syllabs, in teaching marerials, in pedagoay o. io asesment;
the jmplementadon may differ from country to coufiy. and n is possible rhat drc
.areaoly may i! pdtice dean ve.y diffe.en! lhings for differeor .hildren, when diffec
entiated, for e$mple. by clas, o. aende. or ethni. grouping. Bu! havina altowed for
ail rhese .avears. their data still suag$red thar the labels, ar Lea., of m6s .urlcuta
a.c so dosely tied to great add stddddised ve.sioos ofsocial and edu.zrional p.og(e$,
they redd to b€ pafte.oed iq quire coosistent Fays tuoud the world'(p. 166).

Thewo.ldcu.riculudthatrheydesc.ibehdchansedrhroughthepe.iodofrbei.analysis,
and lo.al Mtionalvariations have been ironed out d a parlero ofiorernational .onformity
hasp.evail€d. The profesiodalized or tmed'cu.riculum gederally now.onsn6 of

. O^e or noudra,al ld,8s8d (no lorger cl6si.a1 languSet: the reality of the
narion star€ is that lcal Lanauaaes and dialects &e relatively downgmded iD the
rdhina of a natiod wide lang@ge. !ftat vda.io! thar tbere is in tanSuaae
policy tends !o be on daters such a which lanauAes a{. to be regtuded a
narional or omcial; how much use night be dade of local lalgudges or horheF
onSue rechioa io the early part of the elemeorary school; the methods aod
emphaes lled in l@guaae .eachinA; dd whether aod how to legitihize lo.ai
lmguges. Very few sysces now include a. thelr core the study ofclasical !ex$
or safted noral iexts (Cha, t99r).

. Mdtbtuti t is noq fonnd udive6ally in educarlonal sy$ehs: it ha become 'a c.jr
icslly imponant element in rhe mriooaliscic dodern wolld (Meyer er al., 1992,
p. 12). In sone states in the nineteenth ceorur mdhenatics had hefn sfe. as
either a speciahy for an elire gloup, o. s pafticularly nec€ssary for those entering
ta{t€ or commerce: now mtbemtics ; seeq d a requirem€or fo. everyooe, ard
coor.oversy in mathematics educzlion is confined ro marieb ot recbnique or
enphais (Kaneos aad Beoavo!, 1991).

. .t.rr,r., ha also becone .anoni.ali d Meye. er al. obseFe, all futu€ lnde clttens
a.e to ledn rhar the world is empi(ical and lawtul, governed by narunl forces
which .m be scrurinised rhroush riaorcs idvestiaarjons' (1992, p. 12). Scieo.e
was in@duced a a codpulsoiy subject sisqif:cantly later th.n th€ date at which
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rhe lanaunge ofmalnranrnrg nnd inPtuvio! rirda.ds bnr rhis vert often m$ks wavs

in wh,;h povcr is seleftivelr rransnnlcd tu dr. oexr jldt ron. \Vhreve! the rearoni

aor whi.h as$smenr is.r.ried onr, hl^vcveL, i. i..lcu thar arI ki.d oaasse$menr ha

vcN far ic..bin! .ddscqucr.es Lr rlt nrur .f dr .uri.ulum, and .onsc.rucnrlt'

r!\.sm€N n 
'rvuiably 

s€?r rs an asF.r of .ur.i.uLum desisn, rather than ar Lo.le
pcnrl.,,, wable 'lhr daageA oa rha hrv. lonS b.or aptare.t the Spens Repor
(Borrd of E.lu.rror, L9l8) quote,l x loa'.] C,(ular (1011 ol Mar.h l9l8) thar s{ our
r 'a ordinr l  rn.c,ph dDt drc.r i tur . ro.  sh.uld lo lLow . t ,e Lur i .u lum ard nor
d{.rmin. . Ste,6 rlso nord id pmri.e, dis lfin.iplc hxs b..n ,.vdsed' Ilorverer
mulh n is argued rhrr dsrsmtnt sho d be nurdnum.lrir.o, i, *ers almd{
incvloble that .  even xr drc nosl  {n i8hr io^vdl  e le l ,  i r  n n,evirable d[r ' rx.hinE
aof ,l)e re' N,il happrn - rbxr drc .urli.ulum f is4sn,e dnren (clpps and

It an eduratnrnal sysrrm 6 ,lesignnl ro b. s.h( !c ro a.r d a fllter - rlkn rssess
n,crr srstcms 

'.uf 
b.,lerisnl rhai oily al or rlt de.essart, numbcf o. protortlon of

leople 'o 
pr$ dtrough to rhe nexr s.xsc Mu.h 01 dr. cducanoral sysed nr Briranr,

rn{l eJnflo}e$ getre.ally, demand that a$e$nrnr (and drus tlre .u.riculum) be
d.\lgned .o sele.r rhore sodeots who u. lltkd'for turhd rnd mor advan.e.l*udr,
or for trni.ula. employm€trr ftcds. Su.h a$syneni sy$ear musr be norm-
Fferei.d; ihar is, rhe quaLit.atio. l.!cl n rLrtcJ r. the grour takins the r*. Tlc
old clercn plN cxaminrtioo sysreh is a. exrmple ofthis: sin.e rlre( wcrc, i. a giv€n
drer, o.l) r ilxed number of srammar rhool pla.6, only tlut number .ould be
awarded x pass. lo a Sood ycrr,.h,ld€. \Nould oeed ro a.hieve a hLShcr nrxrk rhar
s'ould bp n.ccss2ry ir a poo. yrar. Moreovef, sin.e sids as r grou! consisrdrly
or$co.e.l boys, and iln.c ir *{s hcld rhxt rn arrproximaFly &lual numb{ ofca.h scx
should tu.rive srammar rbool cdu.ari.., rh. ta$ mr.k lor gi.ls *as getrdaUy llxcd

a h,shcf lcvcl tha. dre pa$ didrk for boys. Odrf examinarioos also acr as filre6,
rlrough tlty are.iesigned not ro bc mfm'refc.enccd: GCSE exaninations filrer
*uden6 ln&r siarh fo.n, dd F! college sudy; A levels fiher {udcnrs,oro dearee
lelel $udv evrn drougn the .omLatio. berw.co A lelel res,lts and desrce
.lassililations is only 0..1. Unive(ity cducarion, in princitle 'available to all tbose who
xre quallticd by abil'ry r.d aflairmeli (UK, 1964), n in pra.rnc hnitc.l ro rhosc
with rhe bes .bility ro demonftar dieir abi|nr aod artainmcnt, bc.ause rbe nlnber
ofpla.es for fudr arc lrmired

Tl1e cfe.t on dr curicllum is to vdle ttu.esses ard contenr dr.r,re ame.nne to
snding. Tbis .an mean rhr. a orri.ulun is, ar leat h put, deie.mnrd by irs abiliry
ro flltcr krowle(lge aod skilLs (inditnrnalLj, knowledge io laiticuLad rhar are rcI,-
tivel)" lna..essible,.c Aiveo a tuore nnpofut place, be..use drcy qlll make ir esier
io.onstruct fi|es drat a.hieve rhe dcsi..d rcsulr The use rhat was Dad€ ofthc study
ot.lassi.al lan8uaAes is 2n exmlle oltbis: irespe.tive ofdr mcncs oflear^nr8 L.titr
dnd ajfeli, profi.ieD.y ln onc of horh of drsc langu,gcs wa used as a vay offilt€rin8

^tpli.an6 
ro Ijn,ves,ry and to careeA beyo!,1 dis. A.la$ic.l educrrloo, to deg.ee

level, vas an inlorrant .equircNnt Ibr rc.ruirtu.ot ro the 
"dDi.i$rarive 

level of thc
.olonial .ivil sctri.e, for cxrmple. ft q'rs arAled that a su..e$ful m.$e.y oa rhe disci

llire oasuch &lucdtion provided an assuran.e of dre .alihrc ol rhc 
'ndividual 

to deal
with th. eviscr.ies of rhe job, and i^deed, rhe .oi.*londent xnd rcr.( of $,ch
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..loriaL officeG {e Littered wrdr eliden.€ ol rheit edu.ario!, f.!m Larjn epiarms ro
histori.al parallek bedeen the Romao and dr€ B.itish Empires. ft.outd equalty hrvc
bee. a.sued lbat a scirntific education provided a sjnilar Level ofab,i,ty for atst[.1
thought (if rhd wa what ras rcqured for the task), and thar drcJnical .nd phrlcal
mdalho6 afld an,logies lould have been as effective in anatysing rhe behavlour ofrhe
local popdatioo. Ideed, marhematics and sciedce (and, ve., reccnrly, r.hnoloEy)
have supplarrd rhe clasi.s in rhc pole posirio. as subje.rs.ecessary for todays
tltering nrcharishs. Malbemarical knowledge and abitily have becn jc.orded tie
rarE of high-l€vcl krowleage, suirable as a m€ans ofsortinA our tlie eljre t.om rhe
noo elite. It .a. bc araued that we have given ibis sats o thcse subje.ts, not because
of rhei. inriosic idrere$ or usefulness, bur because it is po$ible quickly a.d effi-
.1cndy ro gnde peaple in tben abltity ro perform, and .o make au)ropriate .areSorjs
n consequence. In vies of the aiear difticuhies thar wcle en.ou.rc.cd drough thc
.lnererh .enrury in recognlziry science d a subject io be jn.tuded aoywhrre wtrh,n
dr s.hool cu(iculum, rhe p.cscnt Eiicarion of scied.ii. ,knowledSe as atr c$crrial
element ofrhe well-educated pe6on is ionic.

Ofcou6e, n can be araued ihat marhemaric.l and s,enri6c knowledge is usefnt, nr
pdti.uld in conrcmporary so.iery wnh iis dependence od re.hnoloAy, and that rhs t
why su.h forns ofknowledg€ have oow, rightly, acquired such hiat $atu. Th,s teads
10 .he scco.d broad s€t ofpu.poses ofan educaiionaL sy*em: to p,ovide rhe ne.essa.J,
skills that sill be Bcful .o individuals, borh in th€n immediate a.d furure roles ir
soclety This in lurn requirs an ase$menr system rhd can ceftify thar a pariicllaf
compercnce or level ofknowledse h6 been reached:a cr,rerionjeferenced asessment
Such a sy$em allows Fo! rhe vagaies ofa Sood or a bad year of sudents: all those
who rea.h rhe sratrded will be rwarded rhe grade, and onty rhose nndeos. rr soulj
be theo.eti.ally po$ibLe for all studenrs ro mee! .he rqujred grade, or aU ro fait, in
ady given pcriod. Th€ dEumenr for such rering is nor s'oply ihai ir is trjrer and
unmbiguous:such dse$ment is related solely to ttre ability ofth€ stude.t to demon
stfrte rhar rhey can do or knoq soderhiqa, irrespecdve of any other pe6on\
competence at the same t6k. The d.ivioa re$ or a swimdins tes are bo.h simi,le
exmples ofcritelion referenced rests. On.e a desc(iption of rhe abilities ne.esary ro
be able ro drive or'able ro swin' have been decermined, then one h6 onty to d,eet
ihes€ crite(ja topas. There is no reao! wby vkrually evcryooe should be abte to even,
rually lcarn ro driv€, o. be able to swim. ls terds ofutili.y for emptoymert and adulr
life, rhe advlntaaes ofsuch asessd€trr tue that one c.o, in rheory, dereroi.e the ski|s
and knowledae oeeded fo. d paricular task, and iftx demonsnre .oopered.y at rnc
nece${y level. Bur ir could be dgued rh.r d enployer (or an edu.dtiona.l i.srilutior
recuitind would fird rhis sy$eh unhelpfuj, id that rhey find jr easier ro sete.t on the
bdis of a norn-.efererced sysrem: rhey wilt rake rhose judsed befut a pariicuiar
aitribute, not those sulficiently able ro perforn the rok successtuuy o. take rhe educa
lional cou6e wirh advan.age.

Thc cffeft of.rl.e.ion referenced ase$eent on rhe cudculum is ro place spe.ial
cmphais or o6urubLe competenc'es In ptutl.e, rhe settins of $rict c.it€da may
be r@ di$icut, and the d€vice of'atude descrip.os (o. 'levet des.ripro.s ) { ofren
us€d: an (coudr of dre sranda.ds expected of stud€nts le&hing each Arade. GSCE
exdharioos were rcorga.izcd along these lioes id rhe lare 1980s, and hav€ been
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folLowed by ctirerion-reLred.ed Narionet Vocariodal euaiifications (Nves). Thse
la(er srablish ler€ls ofxbili.ies, aod have nkrked r $ifr in rhe curi.ulunr asay ftum
dre id€a of knowlcdge to on€ ol codpeten.y, .oftnr becohes less imloftant .hao $an
da.ds ofachieveneDt, cu(i.drm is defined in (irns ofdcsrred ouryua, rather than of
,npus all] pmccsses, and coDp{en.c isetfis reiatcd to rlre whote work rcte. In these
onrc un d*crpttns knowledse n un,allr dosely ltnkcd wrh undelstanding,
ath- thxn being idenriied in itr own righr: this .i^ be scco pettaps as towettng the
$Ius of knowl.dse. civen tbxr mary so.,otogiss of koowledse (from Beryeiand
Luckmrn, 1966, onsara, havc a.sued rhar knowle.tse consrsts simpty of perfepttons
ot realitn heavilt' fiLtered throuAh .ulinral con$.aints, and rhs tha; 

"lt 
k;owledgc 6

'elatne, 
this pro.ess may be seen as an oFriog trp, of ficeidg of the cu.it.uium aron

pa.n.uLar elne cuLtu.al ford Bur comfcen.ies arc rrrehset,es con$ft,cts, and can
oily be 6ses.d rh!ou8h obseNa.ion, so rtrai ore ser ofcul!ural flrcs day mercly be
replx.ed by anorher (v/olf, 1995).

A lhird set of,$esmeot purtors may bc scor id what cipps and Srobart (t9rj)
distinguishcd as the ma.agefial functions of 6sesm..! \Irhite a !.ofesioml ases
mcnt Day be.onccned with providira ra.hes q1lh useful diagno$i. mareriat, wirh
rreenlng to de.ecr spe.ial needs, or provid,ng material ihar helps in recod-kceling,
manaaenal as*smcr! is deslaned !o produ.e darx .hat ivthllow the compai";n ;f
reehe6, s.boolt aod locrl education aurho.iries perfornan.es. A$e$deo6 lhzt
prcduc direcr cohpdiso.s over a widc ratrge ofrhe fopuL.tion are rarely sufiic'enrly
fireiy tdned ro t.oduce dlagoosi. feedba.k, or ro pro'ide mole tthn rlre most.ru&
ranklna fo. the individual child, bur do allow Leasuc hbtes ro be coosfuu.red lhar if
everythinS else we.e equal alLox the dnccL cohpa.ison ofthe sra.dards of,effec
tive.e$ ofdiiTe.enr schools and LEAS. What effe.r wilt such ase$meft have oa .he
cu(,culum? The introduftion of ihn kind ofa$e$men. occured in 1862 in EogLand
and v/ales, when rhe revlsed code made tea.hes' sald.ies depeodent on the r;sults
rheir pupils a.h'eved, whicb resulted io.n.xrraordtnary natrowing ofthc curiicutum
to fo.us very hrgely on the re$ed eledenB.

Tbe reasons why asestunt is .aded out thus have a very powe.fut efect on rhe
.ontetrr of ihe cud.ulum, and aft very much dso.iaied vith wha( ee seen rs the
overall purposes of edu.ario., whether these are ro lihit lhe group who $iL1 havc
a.ces b power in rhc furu.e, of ro e.sur that ind,viduats afe educared roqdrds
partlcular levels of competencc, of ro eDable t.dividoats ro gain &.e$ !o d wide a
range ofknowledge and abjLities as rhcy are abte ro do.

Global Trends in School Cui.icula

Thc diveBiry oftbe ldeologies dra! rek to crearc curri.ula miAhr be expe.red io rsult
in a grcat dive^ry of.uricula. patterns around the voftd. tt woutd not be suryrisioa
ro find sone socieries with ptroily utilitarian cutr,cula, g€ar€d cto*ly o tI! local
means ofprcdDcrioo, and oihei so.ieries *,h'cb valued and rauSht parti.Dlar cutrural
forms .o a srratified €litc.

An impoftadt *udy ofworld-wide kedds itr dr.uriculud sugg€sts lhai th's nuJ,
nor be so. Joh Mcyels .tu ar Sranford Univc6jry has looked d the cukicuttu cate
go.ies u€d io p.imary cducariod in ovcr seventy counries since dr 1920s. Isr€rd of
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divdsiry, drey d"covered atr exraordioary hodogeneiiy ac.o$ rhe erkordinalily
variablc councies of rhe world (Meyer e! al., 1992, p. 6). Comparins nadroaLly
provided accounts of cutricular provisio., ir wa p€rhaps not surprisioS dut local
ionueoces on rhe cu(iculum appaled to be unimpo.ran!, s nas edu.ario. overrode
local culrural content: what was unexpecied was lhedegree to qhicir narooal presures
were also apparendy unimponaft, and rha. the broad simildiies bcrqeen cu..icula
greatly outweished.he ditrere.ces.

Meyeis ream rook offic,al data f.om a varie.y of governmenc and nrernational
sources. and f.om rhese analysed ds..iptions oflhe cudculum into broad .areAories,
lookioA bolb at the lisB ofsubjects taught and lhe percentage of toral inrruc.ion .ime
8,veo to ea.h su6jed. In some count.ies, they were able to u.e accounts back i.to d,e
earLier paft ofthe ninerftnrh cenrulyr io ocher c$s, they were lookins a! the educa,
.ionaL sy$ems of nations thar h2ve onLy &hieved $ateh@d since rhe 1960s.
Admi(edly the data is limired and super0cial: n is oor po$ible ro discover what a
particular cutricuLar cdtegory might mem in anyAiven courtry. There.ould be sianif-
icant vdiations in the syllabu, io reachina materials, in pedaSoay o. io asesmeoti
the implemeotation may diffe. f.om .ounoy to couor.y, and i! is posible rhat drc
cateaory may in p.&tl.e mean vely diffe.en! rhinSs for diff€.€nr children, when diffeF
enriated, for exanple, by clas, o. aender or ethni. gloupina. Bur havina allow€d fo.
ali these cavea$, thei! data sill susgesed thar the labels, at ledt, ofmds cutrtcula
a.e so closely tied td g.€at and stmdzrdis€d versions of social and educarional p.oare$,
the), teod to be patterned in quire consisteot vays douod the wo.ld'(p. 166).

Thevorldcuriculumthartheydesc.ibehachansedthroughrheperiodofrheiraralysis,
and local @tional vdiatioG have beenironedout as apafte.!ofinternatiotul confo.mny
ha prevaiied. The prof€sionali,ed or't@ed cufticulum generally now consisc of

. Oae ot mote 
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lar8ra8a (no longer clasical laqAuger: rhe reality of the
natlon shre is that loel lmgu€es md dialects a.e €larively downgraded in the
ieMhins of a darion-wide langua8e. Vhat vdiation rhat theie is io lanSuage
policy tends ro be on natters such 6 which lansuses are ro be resarded d
oarioddl or of6cial; how much use mlght be made of l@al lansuases or mo.he.
toogue teachinS in the edly part of the elemedtary schooli rhe oerhods and
edphases ued in lanAuage teaching; add wherhe. and how to legirimize lo.al
larauaes. Very few syseG now ilclude ar rheir core rhe study ofcla$ical rex*
or sacred oorat rexts (Cha, 1991).

. Mdthtuttu is now fonr"C univesally in educarional sy$ems, n bas become 'a cri!
ically idportant elemeqr in rhe rariooalisri. modero world' (Meyer et al., 1992,
p. 12). In some $ates id the nineteenrh cen.u.y, mathenarics had been seen as
eirher a speciality fo. ao elire aroup, or d pad.Dlarly oecessa.y for those enrering
tFde or comneice: now mthemarics is seen d a requiement for everyone, and
contoversy in mathem2rics educarioo is conlined ro oatrea ot recbnique o.
emphdis (Kmens and Beoaaot, 199r).

. Sarrr@ ha also becode canonical: a Meye. et al. obsere, all tuture inde citDens
de to ldn that the worid is empirical md la*ftl, gove.a€d by nalural forces
which cao be scru.inised thbuah rigorous iNeslisarios (1992, p- r2). S.ience
wa idfuodu.ed as a compulso.y subject sisnificmtiy later than the date ar wh,ch
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dldmr'.s b(&ne nr arq n dtdaienr.oud{ries, ar is sc.o nj Fjgr," :. / Gee
also KxD.ns and Bturaror, 1991) 1.h. f.!.*s be8"., t seeu, in ihc primary
.utr(ura or buropcrn coutrr,cs, ald du sr,.erd arourd rh. wodd.

. The lourir .!rl.ulr a.ex ri,r n huod in ru of rtre sunty naooos was sotue fdnl
' ' '  ' l ' .  o , , t . r  t .  ,no1. l

' '31 . .  - l  
. r ' ld '  . . . . "h .vdor.p,r

trrd .ivi.s 'the so.iaL wortrl, like s.en.e. sc.,ns r. be p***.d 
", 

h_i;8 ;.;';
erlden.c and lxq llke r,ropeftirs (Nrerer ct rL., 1t92, p. r:), taughi ru iur ro ar
elirc 8.oup blr to all lutLtre.i.rer \r/ong (199 t, 1r92) has shNtr that rhe kri
{ion\ in socill s.i.n.e r.i.hn,s ar 8reatcr rlko rnose n ranEuage, mftr,enm.cs
rnd sc,en.e, an{l.on.-i irstcs .fcarelorTjrion and ..gan,z,rton as so.i^t studies
AdduaLlr n,pplanr.d rhe s.prate \ubt..! ofh{ro., ard geos.athr (rhough rlis
may be a renJ lhar lus re.enrLy bee! put ,n@ revesc) (Rosr, 199;).

. Ae$h{i. .rlu.ati.n (u ar .id nrus1.) ard physi.al edD.rtion 2re nor qune so
rb'guitour as rhe lou,rcds derfib..l abovc, LJur are $ijl folf{l in ove.95 pcr
.cnr ofall ni.ooal .Dtri.ula

T1r, 2. i sunmarirs bdh .he pro|orion of couruies irctuding v)riotrs cargof,rs ,o
rhcr.uri.ula, ad.l rlre !tu.enr.gc ofrimc gLlen io cach:Meycf et at. con.lud; rh{ in

Figu,e2.1 Dates at which nathematics and science wee n.s madecartputsarv tnthe
schaal cunicutun, sho||n as a percentagE ot couhtties

I
:

sara - D, tib. t.an hare . a d De.o,ot 199- ,- Mar6 et dt
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saurce: Derived ,m Benavn et at., 1992 (i. Meyet et at , 1992), TBbt6 4.1 and 1.2, pp 47, 49
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subtctreaaftersubjrddea.conrovetsyis l imi ted-matte$ofoudi .earesei lLed,
and nat,onalsociery 

'sroored 
in mode.n cul|u(e iftough unj!esaL socialisatiod s.hdmes.

nue .onsenative prore$, which dight obje.t to the whole system as an intrusion oo dre
tulu!"Ifrolsti.s ofsoc;cty and communal life is dcrd ... radicaL pioles ... locus mo.e
on $yLcs of,nstru(ion rhan on cootenr categor'es.

(1992, p.  l3)

Tbe data at nor wate(isht - the cacsorizations may welL .onceai na,or vari.tioos i.
jnt.rion and i. pmcri.e, and rhe sou.ces B€d may well hrve put strains on
reslo.ding govemoent depaame.ts ro m.Ie rher practice'fif dre requirnenG of
the various surveys that were condufted. But the general con.lusion is rhat tbere is
what Ivor Goodson has d€s.rlbed d an agsrandislng wodd rheio.i. that has shap€d
the cu(icula of nos countries (t.ef2cc to Meyer et al., L 99 2, p. {).

This does not, however, dean thar analysis ofrhe cuiri.ulum is inevirably codfided
within.url.ular category bounda.ies. Questions ol cuitunLtransmission afl.l utilita.i
anis,n, oi cbjld centred or subjecGccnrrcd €mphases .re siill valid. GenemL wodd
concepri.ns of.udcuhare oot, ir wilL be suggesred, as h€gemonic as Meyers rem rems
!osugges!,and more locrl forces siU bareaperasiv€ inlluenc€on rbe ldms and pu+ose
of rhe.uriculun. Such Local forces are pa.ticula(ly to be found io dre shafing ofdre
Unired Kingdom\ s.hool curiculum, especially in d,e.u(iculL,m in Englard ind
Y/alcs, where, n w be sugse$ed, therc is a relative impermeabiliry to internationai
tre.ds a.d forces io education. The ncrt chalt€. wiu therctor€ suncy som€ of the majo.
changs in the English and Velsh.uriculum, identitina ihe varic.y offbrc6 ar *ork.
md the intereys lhat thcy miSbr represent.It maywellbe rhatverysimilar inrer.sts are
ro be fodnd,d Lne-r{-onofrne.L,r-.uL oforher tu{-on,

Table 2.1 Subjects and percentage af tine given lo lhen, 1970-A6

% aJ tiw si@" %.'l dt,t/i4 N

Hisioiy, GcoSalhy, Civi.s

Religiou or nonl education

Health/hygiene edlcation

Vocational or pre.ical educitlon

l4
25

18
8

5

t

lo0
92
61

100

100
t)
6r
99
1'

9t5

6a

1a
t5

a2
1a
16
tri

16

15


