DISSERTATION TOPICS 2008 for M.Sc. Economics and Economics and Finance.

 The following are able to supervise a limited number of dissertations, on a first come first served basis.
Tim Hinks

(i) Estimating racial/gender earnings discrimination in the UK

Estimate Mincerian earnings equations to create predicted values of earnings for individuals.  Then observed and predicted earnings can be compared and decomposed into explained and unexplained (discrimination) components.  Look at a series of cross-sections or a few waves of the BHPS and see if there have been any significant changes in either race or gender earnings discrimination. Heckman 2-step method should really be adopted, so can select into employment in the first place and get rid of any selection biases.

(ii) Earnings, jobs satisfaction and compensating differentials: Evidence from the UK

Addressing the question of whether the highly paid are more satisfied with their job relative to somebody with lower pay.  This will form a test as to whether compensating differentials exist in the UK labour market or not. Some ordered probit analysis is expected.

(iii) Is a happier (more satisfied) workforce a more productive workforce?: Evidence from UK firms. Whilst there is some evidence that a happier workforce reduces firm turnover costs and improves the quality of life of the worker (thus increasing tenure?) there is little evidence of whether a more satisfied workforce impacts on productivity.  Much of the literature alludes to a causation but evidence is hard to find.  The research would be expected to use firm level data.

Ajit Mishra

1. Exploring link between corruption and growth. There is some existing work which requires close scrutiny and conceptualisation. The regional differences in the effects/coefficients need some explanations- there is scope for a small dissertation.
2. A variation on the earlier theme- if some one is interested in human development - one could look at the links between these two.

3. Incentives and intermediation in foreign aid. This is not meant to be a study of the standard aid effectiveness debate- but a more incentive based (multiple principals, information flows, evaluation mechanisms) analysis of the institutions/organisations involved.
4. The theory of Finance
Peter Dawson

·  Sports Economics including:
·  Investigation into the incidence of disciplinary sanction in European Cup Competitions.
The purpose of the study is to investigate whether there is any systematic variation in disciplinary sanctions for the away team compared to the home team and whether such variation can be attributed to the (nationality) of the referee once factors such as relative team strength have been controlled for.  Empirical approach would involve the use of count models (e.g. Poisson and negative binomial) and/or bivariate probit models..

· Referee bias in time-added on at the end of football contests: A European Perspective 
The aim of this study is to investigate whether there is systematic bias in the award of time-added on at the end of football contests.  Previous research, based on Spanish and German league football, has found a tendency for referees to add more time at the end of matches when the home team is trailing by one goal compared to when the home team is leading.  Empirical approach would involve OLS and / or discrete choice or limited dependent variable analysis.

· Referee Bias and Incentives: Disciplinary Sanctions in Premier League Football.
The aim of this study is to analyse the incidence of disciplinary sanction and the impact of incentives (professionalization and increased monitoring) on the performance of referees in Premier League football.  Empirical approach would involve the use of OLS and / or count models (e.g. Poisson and negative binomial) or bivariate probit models.
· Investigation into the impact of sin-binning in rugby
Disciplinary offences are a common and important feature of professional team sports.  For example in professional football (soccer) players can be permanently expelled from the remainder of the match for illegal behaviour (e.g. persistent fouling, abuse of official(s)).  Less research has been conducted on the impact of temporary expulsions.   This study investigates the effect of a temporary expulsion of a player using English professional rugby as a case study.
Atanu Ghoshray
Any studies in macroeconomics, agricultural economics and studies using time series econometrics.

Bruce Morley
 Any studies in finance, international finance and macroeconomics, especially where it involves the use of time series econometrics, An example could be the use of GARCH models to assess the risk in exchange rates, housing markets or stock markets. Also research into economic growth using panel data models.
Anil Markandya

I can supervise topics on environment, environment and development and energy related topics, especially climate change.  One of particular interest could be environmental taxation.

Colin Lawson

I will be willing to supervise dissertations on transition countries. A possible topic is whether transition is finished yet, and if not what remains to be done and how.

John Hudson

Estimating the dynamics of exchange rates using a methodology called TAR (threshold auto-regression). This will be done for about 80 countries. The student will need to get the data and also explore how to use TAR.  
Horst Feldmann

Horst will supervise topics in labour economics and institutional  economics. Specifically, I'd like to supervise cross-country panel  studies on the effects of specific institutions on economic  development or labour market performance. What institutions  particularly depends on the student's preference and knowledge of the  literature.
John Cullis
 Any studies in public economics or microeconomics in general, including international trade.
Thanos Mergoupis

 Any studies relating to labour economics and welfare economics. In particular those with cross section or panel data econometrics.

Michael Karaglou

 Any studies on finance or international monetary systems using time series econometrics.

Ramses Abul Naga

 Any studies in Development Economics and Health Economics

Soumyananda Dinda
 Any studies involving Environmental economics, especially those relating to trade and development.

Shasikanata Nandeibam
 Any studies using theoretical microeconomics and  asymmetric information and incentives, as well as social choice.

Adrian Winnett
 Any studies in environmental economics and economic growth.
