Choice of Topic Pro-Formas

A. Focus on three possible areas to work on.

	Area 1:



	Area 2:



	Area 3:




B. Examine Each Area in More Detail: Area 1.……………………………………………
	Questions to Consider
	AREA 1

	1. How enjoyable would you find work on this topic area? You will spend a great deal of time thinking, reading and focusing on your chosen topic.


	

	2. How useful would you find this work?  (Both as a synthesis of your experience to date and as a means to open doors in the future)


	

	3. How relevant is this work to your MSc programme?


	

	4. How feasible is it?


	

	5. How much work have you already done in this area?


	

	6. How much material is available in this area?


	

	7. How much support will you need to get started?


	

	8. How difficult will it be to access the necessary resources?


	

	9. How much time is involved?  (e.g. to gather data, to undertake the necessary estimation and analysis, etc)


	


B. Examine Each Area in More Detail: Area 2.……………………………………………
	Questions to Consider
	AREA 2

	1. How enjoyable would you find work on this topic area? You will spend a great deal of time thinking, reading and focusing on your chosen topic.


	

	2. How useful would you find this work?  (Both as a synthesis of your experience to date and as a means to open doors in the future)


	

	3. How relevant is this work to your MSc programme?


	

	4. How feasible is it?


	

	5. How much work have you already done in this area?


	

	6. How much material is available in this area?


	

	7. How much support will you need to get started?


	

	8. How difficult will it be to access the necessary resources?


	

	9. How much time is involved?  (e.g. to gather data, to undertake the necessary estimation and analysis, etc)


	


B. Examine Each Area in More Detail: Area 3. …………………………………………..
	Questions to Consider
	AREA 3

	1. How enjoyable would you find work on this topic area? You will spend a great deal of time thinking, reading and focusing on your chosen topic.


	

	2. How useful would you find this work?  (Both as a synthesis of your experience to date and as a means to open doors in the future)


	

	3. How relevant is this work to your MSc programme?


	

	4. How feasible is it?


	

	5. How much work have you already done in this area?


	

	6. How much material is available in this area?


	

	7. How much support will you need to get started?


	

	8. How difficult will it be to access the necessary resources?


	

	9. How much time is involved?  (e.g. to gather data, to undertake the necessary estimation and analysis, etc)


	


C. Choice of Topic and Summary Description


On the basis of your analysis above, and in consultation with your potential supervisor or another member of staff, choose one topic for your dissertation.  Write a one-sentence summary of your chosen topic, beginning “This dissertation explores…”.  If you find that one sentence is not enough, then your focus may not be sufficiently tight.  One approach is to write three different sentences capturing different aspects of the same topic and to use these as a guide for formulating a single-sentence description or, if necessary, narrowing your focus.

	This dissertation explores



	

	

	


D. Initial Inventory of Sources 


Make a list of all the documents and other sources relevant to your chosen topic. Focus both on those that you currently have in your possession, and those that you know are available (noting where these latter may be accessed).

	Concerning the topic area of my dissertation;

	Relevant Documents (reports etc.)


	

	Books:


	

	Articles:


	

	Data Sets:


	

	Other useful Sources (websites etc.)


	


