Dissertation Workshop : Aims and Objectives
Aims:  The aims of the two workshops are:

· to develop skills in formulating a research synopsis containing a clear research questions with plans for a possible answer;
· to develop skills in obtaining and organising suitable data;

· to identify appropriate analytical techniques and locating appropriate literature;

· to make students aware of accepted academic practice with respect to the format of MSc dissertations and the use of others’ work in preparing dissertations;
· to encourage students to initiate the process of developing a suitable dissertation topic, including discussions with staff in DEID.
Learning Outcomes: Students who have attended the two workshops should:
· have improved their skills in researching and critically appraising possible research topics;
· be able to prepare a dissertation outline for submission to the Postgraduate Administrator (Sandra Swaby);
· be able to prepare a research plan including an initial inventory of available supporting materials and a draft time budget;
· be aware of University policy and accepted academic practice with respect to the use of others’ work while avoiding plagiarism;
· be aware of the Department’s regulations and deadlines for the submission of dissertation titles and completed dissertations;
· have a clear idea of the distinction between the responsibilities of the dissertation supervisor and the responsibilities of the student in preparing the dissertation.

