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‘allsevens’ countdown begins; group to raise $10,900 for World Bicycle Relief
ST. LOUIS, Mo. (April 9, 2007) – With just three months to go until the Prologue of the Tour de France, the team of friends calling themselves “allsevens” is buckling down and setting their sights on a lofty fundraising goal in support of World Bicycle Relief.
“We want this to be more than just about ourselves,” according to Nigel Taylor, 43, of St. Louis. “Through our efforts, we hope to raise enough money to purchase 100 bicycles to help HIV/AIDS care workers in Africa through World Bicycle Relief, and another £4000 to support the efforts of Jole Rider in the U.K.”


The group needs to raise $10,900 to meet the goal for World Bicycle Relief. The additional funding will assist Jole Rider in refurbishing and shipping 300 bicycles from the U.K. to Africa.

Taylor and his friends Mark Neuman, 48, and Bert Berla, 24, both of St. Louis, and Chris Davey, 52, of Bath, England, joined forces to create “allsevens,” a unique ride designed to celebrate the Tour de France and the power of the bicycle.

The four of them will ride through seven countries in seven days, visiting seven cities outside of France that have previously hosted the Tour Prologue, the traditional opening-day race against the clock. As luck would have it, the route they conceived through Switzerland, France, Germany, Luxembourg, Belgium, The Netherlands and the U.K. played into the theme perfectly, coming in at a near-perfect 777 miles.

“There is great excitement here in the U.K. about the Tour de France starting in London,” Davey said. “When I saw that the Prologue is being held on July 7 – 07/07/07 – I decided that I needed to do something around a cycling theme to commemorate the event.”


Challenging winter weather has made it difficult to begin training for the event, which will see the participants cover more than 100 miles each day in the lead-up to the Tour. 

The group begins its quest in Basle, Switzerland, site of the 1982 Prologue, on June 30. For more information or to contribute to the team’s charities, visit www.allsevens.org.
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ABOUT WORLD BICYCLE RELIEF

World Bicycle Relief is dedicated to providing access to independence and livelihood through The Power of Bicycles™. Simple sustainable mobility is an essential element in disaster assistance and poverty relief, and bicycles empower individuals, their families, and their communities. More information is available at www.worldbicyclerelief.org.


